EARTH SCIENCE

FROM FLAT EARTH TO PLANETARY TECTONICS

ALFRED WEGENER 1880-1930

THEORIE DER KONTINENTALVERSCHIEBUNG
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Purpose: This open class exhibit follows the development of Earth Science and the theory of Continental Drift, Alfred We-

gener, the German scientist, was the first to use the term. The theory evolved, over ime, into the modern Science of Plate

Tectonics.

Treatment: The advancement of Geology through the age of discovery, scientific mapping of the planet, geologic mapping

and the realization that the Earth’s surface is in constant motion revolutionized Earth Science. The life history of Alfred

Wegener and his Earth theory is followed. His struggles to covert the skeptics is chronically examined. Vindication came,

after his untimely death in 1930, with the advancement of Geophysics in the 1960s. Wegener' genius was the recognition

that all the factors, geodesy, geclogy, geophysics, seismicity, biology, paleontology, chemistry and paleoclimatology must

all contribute towards the understanding of Earth processes and history.

Research / knowledge: The exhibitor is a graduate Earth Scientist.

Significance: To human beings, nothing holds more significance than our home planet Earth. Understanding the Earth and

Earth processes is important to life and prosperity.
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