The Lowly ""Air Mail'" Sticker Takes Mail to Great Heights

Until the 1920's, most mail moved by surface modes of transportation. With the rapid advance in
aircraft in the 1920's, postal authorities in various countries introduced transport of mail by aircraft.
Air mail transportation initially offered relatively faster delivery of mail at a premium cost. Over
time, the speed and range of aircraft increased and thus airmail service gained wider acceptance by

the public. In the 1970's, aircraft development progressed so much that some surface mail ceased.

Mail transport by airplane required two things - 1) Additional postage as provided by governing
postal authorities of each nation and 2) Markings identifying mail to be transported by airplane.

Of course, various markings to identify mail to be transported by airplane have been used over the -
years. Early on, various envelope manufacturers preprinted various airmail markings right on the
envelopes (in various colours and various languages). Plain envelopes needed additional marking.

Air mail stickers are instructions to postal officials.

This exhibit shows the use of "etiquettes" (French for labels or stickers) used to indicate that mail

is to be sent by airmail. As all airmail stickers are distributed free of charge (never sold) they have
no monetary value. While the only words needed are "Air Mail", a large variety of stickers have been
created over the years in various languages and colours. In some cases, these labels have promoted
various airlines and other ventures. This exhibit shows the great variety of air mail stickers used.

This review is not exhaustive. Many other stickers exist.
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sticker for its variety
in this display exhibit.

All stickers are on
postally used mail.

Someone's sample of stickers from four different countries - all bilingual.

These labels played an important role as instructional markings. In the 1970s and 1980s when air
transport became economical and more widely adopted than in earlier periods, most international
mail was sent by airmail. Surface mail was not an option. If the mail contained sufficient postage
for airmail, no sticker was required. It should be noted that parcels and bulky letters were still

subject to postal scrutiny as per weight limits.




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Argentina
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Australia - Big & Small
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Australia - With Stars
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Australia - International
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country

Australia - Various

Postpak envelope, sticker advertising 100 years of Air Mail in Australia
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Belgium - Early
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Belgium
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Bulgaria
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Canada with Advertising
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Canada - Unusual
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Canada - Maple Leaf Varieties
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country

Canada - Varieties
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country China (Taiwan) & Hong Kong
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Brazil and Columbia
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country
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Cuba

AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Cuba & Panama - Advertising
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Czechoslovakia
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Denmark
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East Africa (Kenyva, Uganda, Tanzania

Advertising stickers for Uganda Airlines and East African Airlines (2

AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Finland
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country France
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AIR MALIL Stickers - by Country Germany - East (DDR)
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Hungary

Two
Languages,
perforated

Two sizes

KARL M
UNIVERSITY OFE

Department of E. ':
cf Lobour and E

BUDAPEST 5

e s R e T L s

Depak‘rrwa ¥ fociotzkm
Monivensity 9f Albeta,
.~ Edmoutoy. Albuta

i : Two
6 62 H H Languages,
C anade self adhesive

X




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Iceland
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Ireland

Two varieties
different sizes
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Israel
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Italy
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Kenya -Advertising

Three different Kenya Airways stickers
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Lesotho
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Three languages, order changed on stickers
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country

Lithuania

Old style from 1991
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New "Priority" type
from 2012



KM Racduan\m-CACA LOZANS
S s Y e \Ls

English only,
not likely
produced

in Mexico

TOGET A LETTER « wRiITE & LeTTEr - US4 4R MA}Z B

MIEMBRO

Postmarked
in March 1927 --->

PRIMER CORREQ AEREO.
MEXICO - TUXPAN - TAMPICO.

18 DE ABRIL DE 1828,

México, D. F.

Sr. Valter A. Birnstiel
Apartado Postal 42

Tampico, Tamps.

MEXICO-TUXPAN.T.

ABRILN]S DE 1926
PRAR

Postmarked
in April 1928

108,

Si no es entregada en 3 diss, devuélvase s
EDUARDO AGUIRRE

CORREO AERED

TAL . y g
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Mexico D, F.

A first flight cover




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Mexico

ATBERTO M?RALES L.
P.MOREWO 731
LEON, Gto. MEXICO

In Spanish only
Mexican colours

STAR-TRONICS
BOX 17127, Kenton Sta.
Portland, OR 97217 U.S.H.

MTHRTOATA
i R ey

b -

GoopRriICH & DALTON

APDO. (FP. 0. BOX) 93 BIS
MEXICO, D. F.

Messrs. Stevens and Davis Two languages,

Munsey Building w— : ;
Washington 4, D. C. =~ U.S.A. Mexico colours

Promoting mail
by clipper.
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country New Zealand - Advertising

NAC (National Airways Corporation) was New Zealand's domestic airline from 1947 to 1978
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country New Zealand

Four varieties
All bilingual
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New Zealand - Adve

AIR MAIL Stickers - by Coun

izes

ilingual, international and various s
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New Zealand Post advertising stickers, b
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country New Zealand - Various

New Zealand Post advertising stickers, bilingual and international

International

Par Avion Air

D.H. & E.J. south
PO Box 20
Wakefield

Nelson N.Z.

international
Par Avion Alr @

PAR AVION

INTERNATIONAL




New Zealand - Modern

AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country

No longer" Air Mail" but "FastPOST"

Just "FastPOST" Jﬂ
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country

Netherland

PER LUCHTPOST

Three stickers with
different codes, all
in two languages.

Nessrs. (Dutch and French)
Salomon, Wetzler & Co, Ltd.
2
\\lkk;,‘l.‘\ 3 = T’///"\
\‘1 L |
W/ GROENEKAN
AN
N ,""‘\;-L of 230
PNy

N GULDEN

. AR 7 ot~
L L ,__/(('}/?/?‘;/Z__ /;7)/5

P
o~

7

-, s i ..,..’ y G e
,//__,? 7/—~ o’ g_f)‘; TECE e dorc. A

PER LUCHTPOST

PAR AVION

7 /’/ |~ // /
P 4579 : : <7 €f‘/é/-’ "/_/';_'7'2‘{9 — TS L=

F

( e e (]/c:? <

AANTEKXENEN

MAkRurte? daw w2 4o *a g

|

89

Mr. Jd.M. SCHWARTZ
10103 N.E. lason St.

ROERMOND

g Portland 20 Oregon
1E DAG VAN FIRST DAY = =
=3 U.D.A.
UITGIFTE OF ISSUE m




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Netherland

Three modern
stickers moved
away from the
old style labels.

M. + Mrs. W. LUMSPEN
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also used by
other countries. e -~



AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Norway

Two languages.

Stickers are issued
free of charge by
postal authorities -
why not two??

Another country
using the new
"Priority" label.
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AIR MALIL Stickers - by Country

Three languages
with airplane motif.

Airmail at reduced
rate for military

forces.

B. L. Dias Esq.

- BRITISH VOLUNTEER
FORCES MAIL

Pakistan

Messrs Walter, Wrlker & Co.,
4 Copthell Court,
London E.C. 2.
ENGLAND

“Sambava Chambers’’, 5th. Floor,
Sir Pherozshah Metha Road,

Forr,

BOMBAY-=1. (INDIA)

Sticker in two languages with nice airplane motif. Also has unusual carcel.



AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country

Mr, Grzegorz Gollus
P.O. Box 19, Susz, woj. Olsztyn
POLAND

7
L
:
&

All in
two

0 1SKn g SOLS8KA 21,00 languages.
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Portugal

Three
varieties

Pgr avido | Prioritario
Air mail
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Rhodesia

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

Four
varieties
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Sticker above
for promotional
Trade Fair 1965.




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country

Old style in e
three languages -->

PAR AVION

AUSTRALIA-~
ROMANIA
cupa avus«

BRISBANE®

BRISBA <
8-10-7-1983 -
A F R TIMIS.CERCUL FILATELIC MUNICIPAL TIMISOARA .

Romania

gaj fag’?eczae

c.ﬂ%/ofém

Canade, GEV ENE

i"r'A_mE

“PRIOR

ORITAR

Rl

GRADINARU LIVIU
P

HORIA 66

‘ DEVA 330046

'ROMANIA

Modemn
"Priority”
sticker in two
languages.




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Sri Lanka / Ceylon

<--Sri Lanka sticker
in three languages.

ATURT ST T A LT &Y

S
STV
s Lanka 11,00 &

» / 5
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/ %
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Sticker has _ y)‘ ; N w D’
R . \3 ‘(‘
three languages ‘)\L ¥ Y )7
and winged ‘2\,:;: o

globe motif
and lion.

Ceylon changed its name in
May 1972 to Sri Lanka when a
new constitution was adopted.




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Singapore

......
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pPar AV} varieties

AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

1 SINGAPORE ;

LS

M s Muas, Newesin Cmmdf ‘!*'E:chf
"aH e 5.8 *LWE&"M,
%&MAHD) @Q«‘E@ZH QM Ld 2

WL S.A.

e _________ ]




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country

VIA AEREA|

PAR AVION

Spain
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- -5
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country South Africa

Four varieties with three languages.

LY.y ———

PER LUGPOS
BY AIRMAIL

BY AIR MAIL

PER LUGPOS
BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country South Africa

Four varieties and
three languages.
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Sweden

o _____“ e e - £ Y _,__.‘ .

&
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country - Switzerland

Three varieties

AIRMAIL
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A Prioritaire
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Turke

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Starbird
1041 Bradshawe Avenue
“onturey Park,California

lJo bu Ao
UCAK ILE y
PAR AVION < AIR MAIL e
Two
wordy
arieti Dogan Okan
VAKIGHICS Sultanahmet
Yerebatan Cad. 34
Istanbul ; _ Ui
Turkey i K Pt & 15 | ML r-u:. SERGIS|

>

/ UMHURIYETI

; Mll.l.l PUL srmlsl

Irs. Jeannette Zachev
1653 Sherway Dr.
Cooksville

Ontario

Canada

PAR AVION

UCAK ILE

This bilingual Turkey sticker fe!l off an envelope - not available




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country

United Kingdom

Four varieties
including
"Recorded"
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up to 20 grams
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country United Nations

All three of these air mail stickers were produced in another country.

-
AIR v MAIL
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country United States - Early

Red, white and blue
Varieties
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country United States - Advertising

C-136C
Q& o
AME&’I(AH AIRLINES : . sticker
clearly
: ; indicates
- : advertiser.

| AMERICAN TOPICAL ASSOCIATION
JUNE 13, 14, 15,- 1958
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS

JUNE 14, 1958

|

B4/

S Yik AR ML

AIR MAIL mhmém

COSTS ONLY 3¢ MORE
" PENNSYLVANIA-CENTRAL AIRLINES




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country United States

Stickers with only words being "AIR MAIL", in red, white and blue

LIEUTENANT C.P.THOWPSON,
NAVY NUMBER 311,
| FLEET POST OFF ICE,

‘A SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

ELLEN GR. THOWMPSON,
4356 BURNS AVENUE,
LOS ANGELES, 27,
CALIFORNIA,

U.S.A.
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Count United States - Varieties
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country United States - Recent

United States Postal Service
labels 19-B with various dates
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AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country United States

"VIA AIR
MAIL" words

e —

I A '._/"_r./ff/.";‘{/-b-l/’f' (J I‘ &:WVC/’{ = \:’r-.{/f_nﬁyz»zd
- 7ot £/
/?-&5/575»4@4(

7 ¢
e A ./,/:z ‘Z-CJJ{ 2.

iz o ut—, - R AIR MAIL
ST <l ~—

censored
mail

{ﬁﬁ'm STATES - e

! $ A N HamusTTUS : 1
: vout mer s ; f : ﬂm q/kL

JUNCTION CITY

“ Fort Riley

AIR MAIL - E

£

!
|
|
|
I
i
|

Brasil- Rio de Janeiro,

L2y
48

..--1"'1'3'2-1./.’:."&' 2 Pt

/Q/
Prtt”’
/%f)/ ~Z

-

7
vt
5 /;p—."?
e
A Y
%4o'S

#3207 A7
=

~p
r

et S
Sy S\?\’l : gﬁ"ﬁt\\(
Lo U

%% PAO DE ASSUCAR




AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Zambia

ZAMBIARZL

Special "Zambia G.P.0. FIRST DAY COVER [N T
Airways" label is — '
unique to Zambia

Mrs Sexton,
Bishops Close,
VanCoover Street,
VICTORIA.

B. C. Canada.

TaADE FAIE

)

BY AIR MAIL This label is of

British origin

Familie
Turi WITSCHI
Am Krayenrain 7

This label is of
German origin

CH - 4056 B A S E L

SWUITZERLAND



AIR MAIL Stickers - by Country Zimbabwe

i -

 ZIMBABWE ZIMBABWE ' ZIMBABWE

BY AT MAY

PAR A VION,

Y
AS SEALS
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These are labels unigque to Zimbabwe.



AIR MAIL Stickers - Airline Advertising
il -
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Each sticker
shows advertising
by an airline.




AIR MAIL Stickers - Advertising for Charities

lfm'/z erfand

THESE & STICKERS

Each sticker AIR MAIL

shows HELP FIGHT HEART DISEASE

advertising

for a charity.
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STICKFRS

AIR MAIL

HELP FIGHT HEART DISEASE




AIR MAIL Stickers - Advertising Various

AlIR MA IL
Each sticker AR ”W ZEALAND
shows ' |
advertising =
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AIR MAIL Stickers - Region Central and South America

[mmvm]
|| EoLaviA

—

<--Bolivia

CORREDS pEEL SALYADOR [ T
T AMERICA CENTRAL i - CORMEDS peEL SA ;_-1

El Salvador -->

New York 19, N, Y.

Venezuela -->




AIR MAIL Stickers - Miscellaneous

And for the END, some miscellaneous items. However, many more stickers exist

Sydney to
Brisbane first
flight cover
from 1931

’_‘

e ,
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bE T S0s0,
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Winged mail
motif from
Uruguay 1942.
Also censored.

Various

Algerian

two

language

cover
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