There are 249 stamps classified as “Official” in the Canadian
Catalogues; of this number 136 are “Five Hole” or Large O.H.M.S.
and 61 are “Four Hole” or Small O.H.M.S. Thete is some
duplication between these two: 24 stamps are in both Four- and
Five-Hole categories.

Then there are 17 stamps overprinted with OHMS, and 35
overprinted with “G”

Again, there is some duplication, 12 stamps appear in both
OHMS and G overprints while 13 stamps appear in the Four

Hole and OHMS overprint, bllt there arc

ONLY 8 STAMPS which appear in
the FOURHOLE, the O.H.M.S.

and G OVERPRINTS.. ‘this extibit is about
these eight stamps, and What, Why and When.
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It all starts with perforating stamps

Following the conclusion of World War 11, the Department of the Post Office in Canada
issued a seties of stamps named appropriately: The Peace Issue

The series issued on September 16, 1946 marking Canada’s return to peace. The set
consisted of six pictorials: 8 cent farm scene, 10 cent Great Bear lake, 14 cent Hydroelectric Plant,
20 cent combine, 50 cent lumbering, the $1 train ferry.; 3 airmail and special delivery stamps: 7 cent
Canada Goose, 10 cent special delivery and 17 cent airmail special delivery.

For the purposes of this exhibit only 6 of the above listed stamps appear, because they were
the only six to also be reproduced in the OHMS and G overprints as well.

All stamps perforated with type II perforations: 4 holes in uprights of “H”

10 cent Great Bear Lake 14 cent Hydroelectric Plant 20 cent Combine

Position A Position A Position A

CEAN.
SPECIAL DEUVERY - EXPRES

$1 Train Ferry 7 cent Canada Goose Airmail 10 cent Special Delivery
Position A Positon A Coat of Arms & Lautrels, Position A
Starting in 1939 the Post Office Department perforated stamps for Government only use

with the Initials O.H.M.S. This perforating was done manually. It was hard work and needed a high
degree of strength and fitness to force the perforating die through several sheets of sheets.

The increased role of Government required more “Official” postage stamps The Volume of
stamps perforated by fiscal year:

1045-46: 22,158,036,  1946-47: 24391,906;  1947-48: 15202,393;  1948-49: 14,026, 963

To fulfill these needs, required one worker, 3 hours a day, every day in the year to produce
enough stamps. Employees considered it punishment to be assigned this work, and “...some
employees have quit rather that undergo the physical exertion required to operate the machine for
extended periods”




Only Eight...Usage on Covers

Acknowledgement of Receipt card using 10 cent Great Bear Lake Position C
Mailed February 2, 1948, from Penticton B.C.

Special Delivery paid by 14 cent Hydroelectic plant stamp
Mailed December 4, 1952from Belleville , Ontario




Overprinting is less expensive than perforating...

In the spring of 1949 one of the perforating machines became inoperable, and it was
determined that repair or replacement would be too costly. An analysis of having the stamps
overprinted by The Canadian Bank Note Company demonstrated that although it might cost $7
more than perforating it would be much better to do that “...because employees object to doing
this job over a lengthy period.”

The Post Office Department contacted the Bank Note Company in July 1949 and asked
them to begin overpnnting O.H.M.S. on several stamps currently selected in quantities which
would serve a about six months usage.

By September of 1949, the OHMS Overprints were released and in use for Government use
and as predicted the overprinted stamps became a big hit at the philatelic bureau, so much so that
sales there covered the additional costs of overprinting.

One of the benefits of having stamps overprinted was that a precise number so overptinted was
now available. This was not the case with perforated stamps

Seventeen stamps were overprinted but for purposes of the exhibit only the following 6 are
of interest:

10 cent Great Bear Lake 14 cent Hydroelectric Plant 20 cent Combine
1,000,000 overprinted 1,000,000 overprinted 400,000 overprinted
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$1 Train Ferry 7 cent Canada Goose 10 cent Special Delivery
65,000 overprinted 400,000 overprinted Coat of Arms & Laurels

175,000 overprinted




Only Eight: Usage on Covers

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT
. aAND
VETERANS® LAND ACT
129 Sandwich St. E.
—Windsor, Ont.

==

........

Eovndon District Office,
Veterans' Land Act,
Dominion Public “ldeg.,
Post Office Box.8,
London, Ont.

To OPEN THIS ENVELOPE - SLIT STICKER ADDRESS LABEL

Hydroe ectric Plant and 20 cent Cobe, ;
All O.H.M.S, Ovetprints, totaling 44 cents to pay for 21 ounce rate from Windsor Ontatio to
London Ontario, Mailed October 23, 1950

O.H M. s.

REGISTERED ‘¢ KL O
os
Mr. Mel Cousins

SUMMERIAND, B.C.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION

Kelowna, B, C,




OHMS NOT Bilingual.... “G” solves concerns...

Early in 1950 the Post Office department became aware of concerns about how appropriate
the Overprinting of O.H.M.S was:

“Shortly after the overprinted stamps appeared in general use two Members of Patliament
and one private citizen criticized the Department for not using a bilingual equivalent of the letters
O.HM.S. One of the critics, Monsieur Jean-Francois Pouliot, M.P. suggested: “G” for
Gouvernement or Government....I believe this suggestion is the best possible solution. ...suggest
that no action be taken ...until overprinting have been in use for one year, i/e. until September
1950~

From a letter to the Postmaster General from the
Deputy Postmaster General, February 27, 1950

In September 1950 OHMS overprinting was discontinued and replaced by overptinting with
a G and for purposes of this exhibit the following stamps wete ovetptinted with a G:

10 cent Great Bear Lake 14 cent Hydroelectric Plant 20 cent Combine

975,000 overprinted 600,000 overprinted 700,000 overprinted

$1 Train Ferry 7 cent Canada Goose Airmail 10 cent Special Delivery
60,000 overprinted 400,000 overprinted Coat of Arms & Laurels
160,000 overprinted




Last Perforated stamps, a result of a shortage...

...and then there were 8

In January and February 1950 there was a shortage of the new 2cent and 3 cent King George
VI, 1949 revised design. These stamps had been overprinted O.H.M.S. but the supply ran out, so
ever resourceful Post Office Officials brought out the old perforating machine and perforated
many of these stamps.

Eleven months later in April 1951 the Post Office reported that the last perforating machine
had been disabled with the pin block removed and the pins hammered out of alignment.

With the addition of the 2 stamps petforated there were 8 Only that appeared in the 3 types:
four hole perforation, OHMS overprint and G overprint

2 cent sepia 3 cent rose violet issued 1950 OHMS
2 cent sepia: 1,000,000 overprinted

3 cent rose violet: 2,000,000 overprinted

Issued January/February 1950
Number perforated unknown

Estimate: 600,000 — 1,000,000 each

2 cent sepia 3 cent rose violet issued September 1950 overprinted G

2 cent sepia: 1,500,000 overprinted G 3 cent rose violet: 7,520,000 overprinted G




There are Only 8: 10 cent Great Bear Lake...

GREAT BEAR LAKE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES :

GREAT BEAR LATE, NORTHWEST TERRITORES | = LE LAG DU GRAND-OURS, TERRITGIRES DU NORD-QUEST
LE LAS. DU GRAND=DURS, TEFRITOMRES D1 NORD-DUEST by QANADIAN - BANK HOTE Ggy, LIMITED ,DTTATA N3
GANADIAN BANK NOTE G LIMITED, OTTARA No1 g

Plate #1 UR, G overptint

Block of Four OHMS Overprint

Original issue four-hole Sept.16 1946, Overprinted O.H.M.S. Fall 1949, overprinted G Sept. 1950
Designer: Herman Herbert Schwartz, Engraver: Silas Robert Allen
Original issue: quantity unknown; Number Overprinted OHMS: 1,000,000; G overptinted: 975,000




There ate Only 8: 14 cent Hydroelectric Plant

Original issue four-hole Sept.16 1946, Overprinted O.H.M.S. Fall 1949, overprinted G Sept. 1950
Designer: Herman Herbert Schwartz, Engraver: Arthur C Vogel

Original issue: quantity: unknown, Overprinted O.H.M.S.: 1,000,000 Overprinted “G”: 600,000

HYDRQ-ELECTRIS Pt;:w’EF_tPLI\N-T,GUEMn' 3
EINE O ENERGIE HYDROELLCTRIQUE DANS LE QUEBEG -

GAMADIAN 2ANK KDTE C. LIKITER, QTTAWA 151 = UsiiE g?u?ggﬁigrg‘;ré CHER FLANT. OUEEES

| TRICUE DANS LE cUESES
; CANADLAN BANK WOTE G, LIMITEDR, OTTAWA 1§01
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Plate #1 LI, Position A Plate #1 L. OHMS




There are Only 8: 20 cent Combine

COMBINED REAPER AND THETESHER,CANADIAN FRATRIES
NOISSONNEUSE-BRTTELSE DAKS LES PRAIRIES CANADIENNES g
ML

CANATIAN HBANK MOTE GO LIMITED OTTAWA

Y amAs e -

GOMBINED REAFER AND THRTSHER GANAD AN FEAIRTES
MULZSONNELES = BATTEVSE DAMS LES PRAIFIES CANADIENNES
GANADIAN BANIC NOTE 0@, BIMITED, GITAWR K2
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Plate #2, LR, OHMS Overprint

Plate #1 UR overprint G
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Block of Four Position C, used

otiginal issue fout-hole Sept.16 1946, Overprinted O.H.M.S. Fall 1949, overprinted G Sept. 1950

Designer: Herman Herbert Schwartz, Engraver: Silas Robert Allen
Original 4 hole issue: quantity unknown; O.H.M.S: Overprinted: 400,000; “G” overprinted: 700,000




There are Only 8: $1 Train Ferry

original issue four-hole Sept.16 1946, Overprinted O.H.M.S. Fall 1949, overprinted G Sept. 1950
Designer: Herman Herbert Schwartz, Engraver: Silas Robert Allen

Original Issue: Quantity unknown; Overprinted O.H.M.S.: 65,000; Overprinted “G”: 60,000

TRAIN FERRY, PRINE EDWASD [SLAND
TRANSRORDEUR DE TRAINT {18 BU PRINCE-EL0UARD
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Plate #1, LL, Position A @ Plate #1, UL G Overprint
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Block of six OHMS Overprint, left selvedge




There are Only 8 : King George “Post-Postes”:

2 cent sepia and 3 cent rose violet

Left margin block of 4 Position F
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CAMADIAN BAMK NOTE 00, LIMITED,
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Block of 4 Plate Block # 4, LR




Block of Four, Position A

DANADA GEESE NEAR SUDBURY, DNTARIO
a OUTARDES CANADIENNES, PREs IE SUDBLRY, ONTARID.
- TANADLAN BANK HOTE G0, LIMITED, OTTAWA T2

Plate # 2, 1LI. OHMS Overprint

G: 400,000

There are Only 8: 7 cent Canada Goose, Air Mail...
... The Last Air Mail stamp issued in Canada

3222303

Block of Four G Overprint
Major Re-Entry Right Side
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GANADA GEESE NEAW SUDBURT.ONTARID.
OUTABDES CARADIENHES, pRE S BE SUDBURY, oNTARIO:
GANADIAN BANK NOTE o, LIMITE D DT TAWA N9

~Plate #1 LR G Overprint

An iconic Canada Goose flying over a landscape reminiscent of Northern Ontatio is an approptiate
symbol for a Canadian Airmail stamp. The stamp was designed by Herman Herbert Schwartz, and
engraved by Silas Robert Allen. Numbers Issued: Four Hole: unknown, O.H.M.S: 400,000,




There are Only 8: 10 cent Special Delivery

The 1942 issue with the Flags
on either side of the Coat of Arms
was issued as part of the Wartime
series. As in prior Special Delivery
Stamps Canada’s Coat of Arms is
centre and is flanked by flags of
Canada’s armed forces, the Navy, the
Army and Airforce.

When WWII ended a new
regular series (Sept 1946) of stamps

was issued and included was a new

Special Delivery, again with
Canada’s Coat of Arms centre but

now flanked with Laurel and Olive
leaves symbolizing peace.

This design continued and
when perforating Official stamps
ceased in 1949 the same design for the
Special Delivery stamp was
overprinted O.HM.S. The
overprinting O.H.M.S. lasted only one
year and in 1950 Official stamps were
stamped with a G, for Government or
Gouvernment.

The overprinted G was the last
Special Delivery stamp issued by the
Post Office. On December 22, 1951,
the Post Otfice announced the end of
issuing Special Delivery Stamps
because of the “...the comparatively
small sale of the item.” After this ime
additional regular postage as applied
and a sticker or handwritten note
requesting Special Delivery.
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Only Eight: Usage on Covers

Ottawa Citizen.

| The Social Editor -

Cover to the left

From the Assistant Secretary to the
Governor General, Harold Alexander,
1% earl of Tunis to the Social Editor of
the Ottawa Citizen. Mailed on July 1%,
1948, using 10c Special Delivery Stamp,
Position A. showing the Coat of Arms
and Laurel Leaves

Cover Below

Special Delivery and Air Mail, using 10
cent Special Delivery stamp and 7 cent
Canada Goose, both overprinted with
O.H.M.S. Mailed from Ottawa on
December 20, 1951




Only Eight...

In a little over 15 months, there were three types of official stamps employed:
4 hole perforated, O.H.M.S. Overprinted, G Overprinted
Why and How did this happen:

From 1939 until 1949 stamps for “official” Government use were perforated with the
initials: O.H.M.S (On His Majesty’s Setvice).

As a result of a breakdown of one of the perforating machines, the Post Office
Department was forced to find an alternative which was overprinting the stamps with O.H.M.S

This worked well, and was less expensive than perforating the stamps, but as
bilingualism became a political imperative, the overprinting of stamps with O.H.M.S. was replaced
with overprinting a2 “G” for Gouvernement or Government.

And there was the shortage of stamps in early 1950 which resulted in the old perforation
machine being brought back into setvice to petforate two stamps.

While many stamps were perforated, or overprinted with OHMS or G, only eight
were in the three types.

There is much to study and collect in just these eight stamps and would provide insights into
all aspects of collecting Official stamps in Canada, like the plate blocks in all types ot the varieties
with different perforation positions, such as the following:

e

car Lake 14 cent hydroelectric Plant 20 cent Combine

10 cent Great B

Position C Position C Position C

And the Missing petiod variety in the O.H.M.S type like the ones below:
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10 cent Great Bear Lake 14 cent hydroelectric plant




