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ABOUT THE SHOW

The advent of the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic in March 2020 caused the cancellation of stamp shows worldwide, including
CALTAPEX, the annual show of the Calgary Philatelic Society.  In its place, the CPS executive decided to host a virtual stamp show online
at its Website www.calgaryphilatelicsociety.com

CalVirt 2021 was held from January 20 to February 10, with 40 exhibits from 16 exhibitors.  Local stamp groups in Calgary held Zoom
meetings as part of the show.

Chairman: Dave Russum
Webmaster: Dave Bartlet

Judge: Norma Nielson
Show catalogue: Dale Speirs

Above: Dave Russum
Right: Dave Bartlet
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EXHIBITS

[Listed as  title, a brief description, the exhibitor name, and a scan of the
first page.]

Traffic Problems
A humourous postcard display about traffic jams and motoring problems.
Dale Speirs
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1st October 1870: 150 Years Ago, The Half-penny Postal Rate
Introduction of halfpenny GB domestic rate to pay for postcards and
printed matter.
Dave Russum
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Admiral Booklet Varieties
This exhibit shows the booklet varieties of the covers and panes 
of the Admiral issue.
Dave Bartlet
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Canada 3¢ Small Queen Perforations And Position Dots
Findings regarding perforations and position dots for an
accumulation of 2,400 3c Small Queen stamps, a COVID-19
pastime.
Gord Demke
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Philately: A Life-Long Hobby
The benefits of philately as a hobby and my personal experience.
Gord Demke
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Return To Sender Mail
A sampling various mail that did not arrive as intended to address sent, but returned for various reasons.
Walter Herdzik
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The War Is Over
Controversy in 1995 when President Bill Clinton banned a stamp
showing a mushroom cloud.  American philatelists reacted by
producing labels and covers.
Dale Speirs
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Matched Pairs Of Postmarks
Interesting pairs of postmarks found in kiloware.
Dale Speirs

 



12

What We Did On Our Vacation
Postcard of the site of the Kennedy assassination.
Dale Speirs
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Round The World Covers
Covers sent by collectors for postmarks to document a trip around the
world via mail.
Dale Speirs
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Canadian Participation In The 1908 Franco -British Exhibition
A post card exhibit illustrating Canada’s participation in this 1908
Exhibition in London.
Ray Villeneuve
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Bear Essentials
Shows the basic essentials of an exhibit.
Ray Villeneuve
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Who Works In The Mailroom?
A review of various Operations handstamps identifying post office
personnel involved in mail processing.
Ray Villeneuve
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French Colonies General Issues Postmarked At St Pierre et Miquelon
General issues used at St Pierre can only be recognised by postmark 
or on cover.
Jim Taylor
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Toilet Paper (COVID-19) Stamps
Erika Peter
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1911-1925 King George V Admiral Issue
Displaying some of the stamps issued and the different forms of usages.
Jim Dixon 
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Usage Of The King George VI One-Cent Mufti Transmission Of 
Third (3rd) Class Matter April 1, 1937 to June 30, 1942
Eldon Godfrey
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Prairie Street Scene
Displaying some of the stamps issued and the different forms of usages.
Jim Dixon
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Bank Of Montreal Cover
1902 Inter-branch BOM cover from London, England to St Mary’s,
Ontario.
Dave Russum
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Foreign Mail With Added Canadian Forms Or Labels
Labels used to track and deliver the item, collect Customs charges,
show damage or “Do Not Scan on delivery'”
Earle Covert



24

British Columbia Hospitals Aid 1933
In May 1933 the British Columbia Government legislated a duty on restaurant
meals to supplement the funding of hospitals, but it was rescinded by court order
in August 1933.
Dave Bartlet
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15th World Scout Moot
The 15th World Scout Moot was held in Iceland in 2017 and attended
by 6,000 Scouts from around the world.
Dave Bartlet
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Contrived But Interesting
Calgary to London, England
and back, 1964
Dave Russum
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Canadian Mail, The Post Office, And COVID-19
We show Canadian Mail with COVID related items on the envelops, items Canada Post issued related COVID and Canada Post warning signs.
Earle Covert
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Canadian COVID-19 Philatelic Souvenir Covers
The pandemic has caused in person gatherings to be stopped resulting in
no stamp shows or bourses. The exhibits shows the covers, stamps and
cancels that have been used in Canada through the pandemic until this
time.
Dave Bartlet
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The 1939 Royal Visit To Canada
Exhibit includes the stamps plus other philatelic items including an
overprint, an imperforated pair, perfin, essay, proof, cinderellas, plate
block and meter from the Royal Visit in 1939.
Doug Lingard
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XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference
The use of this commemorative stamp provides examples of various
elements of philatelic interest highlighted in colour throughout the
exhibit.
Eldon Godfrey
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Where It All Began
The 1d Black of Great Britain 1840 and why it was replaced.
Dave Russum
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Centenary Of Trans-Canada Air Flight 7-17 October 1920
October 2020 was the centennial of the first Trans-Canada flight on 7-17
October 1920 flying from Dartmouth(Halifax) to Richmond (Vancouver).
This exhibit shows items from the original flight, the 1970
commemoration, and what was done in 2020 to celebrate the event.
Dave Bartlet
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The Story Of A Wayward Cover
2015 England to Canada cover with many interesting stories.
Dave Russum
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Rhodesia  Nyasaland Returned Letter Branch Mail
A cover from England to Rhodesia sent to a closed post office and
forwarded to the Returned Letter Branch for further processing.
Walter Herdzik
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Canada #492: Marc Aurele du Foy Suzor Cote, RCA
Discussion of Canada #492: “Return From the Harvest” , its
Varieties, FDC's, Postal Usages and Political Connections.
Mark Oakley
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Early Rhodesian Postcards Showing Native Africans
Early picture Postcards from Rhodesia are shown with Native Africans
in various settings but mainly posed.
Walter Herdzik
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Landmark Dinosaur Discoveries
Dinosaurs representing more than 1,000 species have been discovered
on all seven continents.  Several key localities have provided fossils
that have changed our understanding of these remarkable animals. This
exhibit shows where these sites are located and why they are so
important.
Jon Noad
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Postal History Of Official Stamps In Canada
A survey of the use of Canada official Stamps during their 40 year use,
from 1923 to 1963 including OHMS perfins, OHMS and G overprints
David Biltek
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The Last Days Of G Stamps: A Cameo Appearance
In 1963 the government issued the Cameo series of stamps. These stamps
were the last stamps to be overprinted with a G, for government only use.
Their use ended December 31, 1963, and although a smaller than normal
number of stamps were overprinted there were significant errors and or
variations especially in the 2 cent green. This exhibit shows all of the
errors and varieties from this last series of G stamps
David Biltek
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Mail Damaged In 1945 Freighter Explosion At Vancouver
Showing a cover damaged when freighter SS Green Hill Park
exploded in Vancouver on 6 Mar 1945. Also shown is the ambulance
envelop that returned the damaged cover with Post Office letter to
Montreal.
Jon Johnson
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The Official Special Delivery And Airmail Stamps Of Canada:
1928-1950
Geography determined that we have these stamps.  Unlike Europe where
an efficient and extensive train service existed, North America with its
sparse population spread across a large continent, required special
delivery and Airmail services.  As a result, Canada and the United States
of America have more Special Delivery and Airmail stamps than any
other country.  Canada issued many such stamps but selected only 35 for
Official Government use. 
David Biltek
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The Wineries Of Pelee Island
This one page exhibit shows the wineries on Canada's most southerly
land, Pelee Island, using a Postcard, a Cover, a Mint and a used stamp as
its elements.
Dave Bartlet



43

Girl’s Best Friend
Diamonds as an Anniversary or Valentine’s Day gift.
Dave Russum
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 PALMARES

     Norma Nielson

Judged by Norma Nielson According To RPSC Rules.

Multi-frame:  Earle Covert “Foreign Mail With Added Canadian Forms And Labels”

One Frame:  Ray Villeneuve “Canadian Participation In The 1908 Franco-British Exhibition”

Multi-page (1 to 15 pages):  Jim Taylor “French Colonies General Issues Postmarked At St Pierre et Miquelon”

One page:  Dave Russum “Where It All Began”

Exhibits were judged by two methods.  Norma Nielson (Eugene, Oregon) is an accredited judge who
reviewed the exhibits under Royal Philatelic Society of Canada rules.  There were also People’s
Choice awards compiled on SurveyMonkey.
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People’s Choice.

Novice:  Erika Peter “Toilet Paper (COVID-19) Stamps”

Multi-frame:  Dave Bartlet “Canadian COVID-19 Philatelic Souvenir Covers”

Multi-page (1 to 15 pages):  Doug Lingard “The 1939 Royal Visit To Canada”

One Frame:  Ray Villeneuve “Canadian Participation In The 1908 Franco-British Exhibition”

Most Creative:  Dale Speirs “Traffic Problems”

Most Popular Overall:  Ray Villeneuve “Canadian Participation In The 1908 Franco-British Exhibition”
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SHOW COVERS AND STAMPS

Dave Bartlet prepared a variety of show covers and Picture Postage stamps for CalVirt 2021.

The two Picture Postage stamps came in booklets of twelve, seen on the next few pages.  One stamp depicted Dr Edward George Mason, who
founded the Calgary Philatelic Society in 1922.  The other stamp showed the COVID-19 virus eating up the events of 2020, including
CALTAPEX and in turn being eaten by CalVirt 2021, symbolic of the determination of philatelists everywhere not to let the pandemic get
the better of them.
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Booklet cover and interior in memoriam of CALTAPEX 2020.
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Booklet cover and interior for CalVirt 2021.
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HISTORY OF THE CALGARY PHILATELIC SOCIETY

In late 1921, a Calgary stamp collector named Dr. Edward George Mason began action to form a stamp club in the city.  Announcements were

made to likely members and to the press.  In April 1922, five men met and decided to go ahead with a formal organization.  The minutes of

that meeting read as follows:

“The meeting was called to order at 8:30.  Present at the meeting were Mr. K. Hall, Dr. G.R. Johnson, Dr. E.G. Mason, Dr. D.C. Howland,

and Mr. M. Thomas.  Moved by G.R. Johnson, and seconded by M. Thomas, that a Committee consisting of Mr. K. Hall, Dr. E.G. Mason, Mr.

D.C. Howland, be appointed to procure a Constitution and Bylaws for the Society. [signed]  E.G. Mason, Prest.”

Membership fees were set at $2 per year plus an initiation fee of $2.  By the end of 1922, the CPS had 14 members.  The CPS held its first

auction in 1925 and established circuit books that same year.  The first public stamp show in Calgary was held on October 22, 1927.   

The Great Depression initially shook the club, but it survived because stamp collecting was an inexpensive hobby for the times.  World War

Two had a far worse effect, as members were lost to the military or to civilian war service.  

In the 1950s, the CPS began to recover, and grew steadily through the next several decades.  Today the club has two auctions per month,

hundreds of circuit books, an annual autumn show CALTAPEX, and a spring dealer bourse.  Membership totals fluctuated over the years with

the fortunes of Calgary and now averages about 140.  

The CPS publishes a bulletin called the CALGARY PHILATELIST seven times per year.  It has a Website at www.calgaryphilatelicsociety.com.

 It is Chapter 66 of the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada,  Chapter 1360 of the American Philatelic Society, and Chapter 91 of the American

Topical Association.

A full history of the CPS is available as a free pdf from the Website.  This is a large file about 250 pages long, so it may take a few moments

to download. The book covers the history of the club in great detail.
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CURRENT INFORMATION ABOUT THE CALGARY PHILATELIC SOCIETY

The Calgary Philatelic Society provides a meeting place for local stamp collectors to get together and share their interest in stamps and postal

history.  It is Chapter 66 of the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada, Chapter 1360 of the American Philatelic Society, and Chapter 91 of the

American Topical Association. 

Some of the benefits to members: 

1)   enjoying social interaction with other stamp collectors 

2)   opportunity to buy, sell, trade, and exhibit philatelic material. 

3)   subscription to our award-winning bulletin, the Calgary Philatelist 

4)   access to our excellent library, with resources for all aspects of philately 

5)   participate in two philatelic shows per year: CALTAPEX in October, and a  Spring Bourse in April. 

 

During the pandemic, all meetings are held on Zoom.  Details from Dave Bartlet at dave.bartlet@shaw.ca

The CALGARY PHILATELIST is published seven times per year, although during the pandemic it

has gone to monthly.  Every issue contains club news, original articles on philatelic subjects or postal

history, members’ advertisements, and a schedule of meetings and upcoming events.

The CPS Website is located at: www.calgaryphilatelicsociety.com

Real-mail address is Box 1478, Calgary,  Alberta, T2P 2L6.
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