Postal History
ot Official Stamps

in Canada

For forty years, 1923-1963, the Government of Canada employed
“standard” stamps that were perforated O.H.M.S., or overprinted
O.HMS. or G

These “Official Stamps™ were used for Government Deapratments
and agencies for their postage needs.

This exhibit surveys the many and varied uses of these “Official
Stamps” over the forty years they were employed.

This exhibit includes examples of standard mail, International
Post, Special Delivery, wartime uses, First Day Covers, Air Mail,
Registered mail, Acknowledgment receipts, and much more. ..



One of the Oldest Covers : .-
In 1923 the Government of Canada o
began perforating stamps with the inifials:
O.H.M.S. which marked stamps
which were to be used solely

for Government purposes.

Mailed from
Ottawa in April 1924
o Neweastle-on-
Tyne, UK and was

British  postage o
Genoa, ltaly arriving
in May 1924. The
Department of
TFinance, Canada, had
free franking but was
requited to pay for
registration.

The Stamps:

4  cent  yellow
(OA110) Position B,
10 cent blue (OA117)
Position A



A Very Large Five Hole Perforation Multiple

Block of eight of 20 cent Harvesting ((OA157) plus two singles:
One 20 cent harvesting and
One 10 cent Library of Parliament.

Fully dated CDS cancelled Toronto, September 3, 1931

The block of eight shows all 5 dies horizontally including the missing pin in the
“S” (right side of third stamp) The 10-cent green is Position A



Highlights of the Early Years
Window envelope from

Otrawa to Australia, mailed May 26, 1936,
Registered.

Stamps:
po—
(OA192)
Position A

10centgreen
(OA 190)
Position A



Highlights of the Early Years

The Department of Finance was mitially the “keeper” of the petforating machine and one of
the principal users of early perforated stamps

The Manager,

The Bank of Nova Scotis;
Fetarborocugh, :
Ontarioc.

ASSISTANT RECEIVER GEMNERAL

" " oL -
10 Toronts &t. Toronto 2 Dzt

i

3 cent red from Leaf Series (OA 167), mailed from Toronto, June 9, 1933 to Peterborough, Ontario

—

The Manager,
The Royal Bank of Canada,
GODERICH, Ontarlo.

ASSISTANT RECEIVER GENERAL
10 Toranto 8t. Toronto @ Ont.

3 cent red Medallion Series, Mailed from Toronio, August 10, 1934 10 Godernich, Ontario



King George VI 1937 The Mufti Issue, Four Hole
Perforated
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King Geqrge VI 1937 The Mufti Issue Five Hole
Perforated...Contrived Covers?
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Special Delivery letter from Canada Militia Field Post Office Petawawa Camp to Montreal,
mailed November 1940 Using a 13 cent Halifax Harbour Five Hole. Captain Morgan

apparently was related to a stamp dealer in Montreal



King George VI 1937 The Mufti Issue Five Hole
Perforated...Contrived Covers?

A cover with set of Officials: Five Hole Perforated O.H.M.S. 1 — 5 cent plus 10 cent
Memonal Hall and 13 cent Halifax Harbour. Mailed from Otawa to Montreal on November
15, 1938,

H. |. NeL=on H. I. Necsoi
1005 MeGILL BLDG, 1006 MeSILL 8LDa.,
MONTREAL, QUE. MONTREAL, QUE.

See page 9 of this exhibit for another cover addressed to H. 1. Nelson



Royal Visit 1939 First Day Cover
A First day Cover with stamps perforated O.H.M.S. postmarked May 15*, 1939,
Ohrawa

An unusual item and the question is: How could stamps be perforared before the first
day of issue and provided to someone to mail?

The story is that the addressee would bring his own stamps and his friend in the
Philatelic Bureau would provide access to the perforating machine and arrange for the
postmarks.

Apparently, there are two more such covers.

On page eight of this exhibit there is another contrived cover addressed to the same
person at a different address.

ISSWE COMMEMDRATING VISIT OF THEIR MAJESTIES KiNG GEDRGE VI AND QUEEN ELIZABETH
10 CANADA 1N 1939

H. I. NeLson
3rd Floor - 680 Sha rbrooke St W,
MONTREAL, QUE.
FirsT DAY OF Issue May IS™ |939

T'hree stamps issued to Commemorate the Visit of Their Majesties King George VI
and Queen Ehzabeth to Canada in 1939:

1 cent Princesses: Elizabeth and Margarer
2 cent World War 1 Memonal

3 cent King George VI and Queen Elizabeth



First Day Cover...$1 Totem Pole Overprinted “G”

Another Contrived Cover...?

DEPICTING

CAMADA'S TRADITIOMAL

i PACIFIC NORTH-WEST

INDIANS

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
{SCOTT )

Bt -]

A Tirst Day Cover of the $1 Totem Pole overprinted “G”, appropriately date stamped
IFebruary 2, 1953, which is the correct date of issue

Mailed from Montreal to Bridger and Kay a well known and long-established stamp
dealer in London. (now located in Briswl, UK)



World War IT Censored Mail -

War Issue, Two Five Cent Blue (0255) Position E
Mailed from Ottawa on July 24, 1944

to Suriname.

Opened by Censors in Suriname.

During World War 11, on
November 23, 1941 under an
: agreement with the
o~ . Netherands government-in-exile, the United

s,  States occupied Suriname to protect the bauxite
-~ mines to support the Allies' war effort.



War Economy Labels...
*Re-Use This Envelope...Paper is A Munition of War”
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Acknnwl_edgment of Receipt Cards
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Inappropriate Use of Official Stamps

In an attempt to stop inappropriate or illegal use of government stamps by civil servants
the Government started perforating stamps with O.H.M.S., then overprinting O.H.M.S. and
eventually overpnnting G. Although it must have had some impact, the practice continued.

In 1963 the Government of Canada, based on 2 recommendation in the Royal
Commission on Government Organization (also known as the Glassco Commission) moved
to using postage meters for government mail

Inappropriate in that Official stamps were used for personal mail. And although there
15 never 100% certuinty, it would appear that the following are examples of inappropriate or
tllegal use.

PELIVERY

SPECrF?L

A Cover from Marquis Hotel, Lethbridge, used in a mailing to an individual in Toronto.
Mailed June 27, 1945 from Lethbridge 1o Toronto.

Stamps: 10 cent green Coat of Arms Canada, Special Delivery (OFE10) four hole Position A

7 cent RCAY Training Plane airmail (OC8) four hole Position A



Inappropriate Use of Official Stamps"-

Example of inappropriate use ’ ‘
Lo

of official stamps

-

Letter from a Ticket Agent
in Vancouver

Canadian Pacific Hotel
Mailed to colleague in same

Airline in Philadelphia

Blackout
Cancellation

Which was in used
during the war to
conceal locanons in
the event of mail
falling into enemy
hands. However as
seen in this
example, the return
address on
letterhead remained



Mailed from Fernie Bransh Columbia
on May 11, 1945 to T'oronto.
Inappropriate use of Official Stamps?
It may be as the sender has same

name as addressee,

envelope 1s not government 1ssue. ’
However, the ininals: WP, T B,
Wartime Prces & Tmde Board

May suggest otherwise. ’

i
The R e, F {
'he address is prese ﬂTl]’ =
The Robarts Library M N

L-'ni\-'(:rsi!}' of Tore



Package_ﬂﬂﬂtﬁiiﬂﬂg Evidence sent to
RCMP Crime Laboratory,

Depot, Regina, Saskatchewan.

A large parcel sent to RCMP Crime Laboratory in Regina.

Given postage of $12.07 which paid for Registration and mailing, the
parcel must have weighed just over 35 Ibs,

Mailed September 26", 1953 from Dawson Creek, British Columbia, sent
by air mail to Depot Regina RCMP Headquarters, Crime Laboratory

Stamps, All Overprinted “G”
50 cent o1l wells, green x 20 in block of 8 and 12
20 cent Pulp and Paper grey x 10 in two blocks of 4 plus a pait
5 cent blue George VI x 1

2 cent sepia George VI x 1

e P e e e e e -t e e



ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
DAWEON CKEFEK DETACHWENT .

N REPLY PLEASE GUOTE
-

Dawson Creek, B.C.
DIV, FILE No. September, 24th, 19535,

H. Q. FILE No.

ZHIS 1S 10 CERTTFY ToaT ToIS PaRCEL, TO BE FORWARDED
BY AIRMAIL LOES NOT CONTAIN ANY INF| AMMABLE EXPLOSIVE,
DANGEROUS Ok DESTRUCTIVE SUBSTANCE OR LTWUTD WAlCH
WOULD GONTRAVENE Tuk POSTAL REGULATIONS,

" (6T Rediesa Tt RCMP.

IN REPLY FLEASE n-ur.

DIV, FILE No.

H. Q. FILE Mo.
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Official Special Delivery

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION

Spectal Delivery UIC from Hamilton August 2 1953:

_ Stamps: 10 cent Coat of Amms (EO1) and 7 cent Canada Goose (O31)

e

SPECIAL DELIVERY

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

“17 cent airmail Special Delivery to San Francisco, USA from Vancouver, 1998

Stamps: 10 cent Coat of Arms (EO1), 1 cent QEI Karsh (033) & 2x3cent Qi1 Karsh ((35)




Air Mail, Registered O.H.M.S.

Matled 1951 from Ottawa $1.20 registered to USA Stamps: 018, 020, 022 025 Rare franking

=

Mailed 1951 from Sherbrooke PO), 7 cent airmail To USA Stamps: O16, O15A. Unusual combination



A Series of Wartime Covers: Airmail, Special Delivery, Registered

Dy S Ly,
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M. B 1483 “Dos'f waile wordi - Don't weile paper”
.E’ﬁmﬂ “M&JMH&W”
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Mailed Ottawa to US, Stamp: 14 cent Ram Tank, Position A

A series of covers from Ottawa addressed to Major H.A Abramson at Iidgwood
Arsenal, Maryland. Edgwood Arsenal was a military facility focused on chemical warfare,
ncluding mind altering drugs. From 1941 until just after the war Canada had a Liaison
Officer stationed at the Arsenal

Major Howard Alexander Abramson was a physician and psychiatrist and the medical
Officer at Edgwood Arsenal. His focus was chemical warfare especially with mind altering
drugs. After the war in 1951 he began experiments with LSD. He was awarded the
prestigious Legion of Ment by US Army General of the Chemical Corp in 1946.



A Series of Wartime Covers: Airmail, Special Delivery, Registered
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Not Taking any Chances...

Envelope mailed from St. John's Newtoundland March 31, 1949 ar 8:30AM
using 2 Newfoundland stamps:

One 1 cent and one 4 cent PLUS one 7 cent Goose Airmail stamp from Canada
Why?

Newfoundland joined Confederation at midnight on March 31, 1949

Assume the mailer was not taking any chances and used postage from Newfoundland
and Canada




O.H.M.S. Overprint Covers

O.H.M.5.
SOLOIER SETTLEMENT
AND
VETERANS' LAMND ACT

129 Sandwich 8t. E.
—Windsor, Unt.

Epodon Distriet Office,
Veterans' Land Act,
Dominion Public Pldg.,
Post Office Box.8,
London, Ont.

To OFEN THIS ENVELOPE - SLIT STICKER ADDRESS LABEL

Windsor to London. Ont. October 26. 1950, 21 ounces rate: 44 cents: 4 cents first ounce,

FISHERIES EXPERIMENTAL STATION
OF GASPE PENINSULA
GRANDE-RIVIENE, P, 4. cansps,

Dr. L.J. Wickerham,

Fermentaticn Division,

North Regional Hesearch Laboratory,
Peoria, I11.

U.3.4.

Grande Riviere, PO to US 4 cent rate N B shifted OHMS —



O.H.M.S_. Overprint Covers

I'tve cent rate to Greece
Mailed from House of Commons
NB Free Frank and Hof C cancellation

Stamp: 5 cent blue George VI {(_}Eﬂj/
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Robert Ross Knight,

MP for Saskatoon, CCI
Member of Parliament first
elected 1945, again in 1949, and
1953, defeated in 1957




Mixed Periods...
...using Perforated, OHMS and/ G Overprints

Registered cover to South Africa, Mailed from Vancouver sub staton No. 50, 1952

24 cent surface registered rate
Using stamps from three different types or periods:
1 cent green war issue, four hole perforated (0249) Position I issued 1942
2 cent sepia King George VI Postes-Posiage (O17) 1ssued 1949
7 cent Canada Goose overprinted G (031), issued 1952-53



O.H.M.S. Overprint Covers

Double Registered, rate 22 cents mailed from War Service Records(Awards), Ottawa May
12, 1950
> THE CANADIAN BANK OF COMMERCE
AT POINT OF MAILING
Collector of Customs & Excise
Goderich, Ontario
| -_
p— =&

O.HAMLS stamp (04} used on reply envelope



2 cent Ofhicial paying printed matter rate to USA Mailed from St. John's Newfoundland, to
St. Paul, Minnesota, November 1963 A rare use for a single use. Stamp: 041

- —— — -

O.H. M5




The Last days of Official Stamps 4
4 cent Official Cameo /

carrier drop letter rate,

A VETY SCATCE use.
Mailed December 16, 1963
The Government ceased
use of Otficial stamps,
December 317, 1963




Defence Cnnstructiun Limited

Despite the decision to discontinue

Official Stamps Fffective December 317, 1967
the Government granted
permission to a few
Crown Corporations

to continue using
Otficial stamps

until February 28, 1965.
Given thar day was

a Sunday,

Iebruary 26

became the de facto

last day to use

Ofheial

stamps by such

corporanons ;
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