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History

On 12 August1920 Wing CommanderdS Scott, Superintendentof the CertificateBranch
of the Air Board,requestedfrom the Air Boardthat approvalbe givenfor a transcontinental
flight from Halifaxto Vancouver

& Gd2monstratethe feasibilityof sucha flight from the commercialpoint of view; to prove
the possibility of a fast trip from coastto coastwithout undue strain on the pilots or
machines and to serve as recruiting propagandafor the CanadianAir Force, and to
stimulateaninterestin aviationby commerciafirms andthe publica Sy SNJ f f & ¢

TheAir Boardapprovedthe projectandthe flying wassupportedby two brancheswith the
FlyingOperationsBranch(supervisedoy W/C R Leckie DSODSCPFC)overingHalifaxto
Winnipeg and the CanadianAir Force (commandedby Air CommodoreA.K Tylee from
Winnipegto Vancouver

Air Commodore
AKTylee

W/CR.Leckie
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On7 October1920at 0800the FaireyseaplaneG-CYCHkook off from Dartmouth Air Station
for Ottawa with W/C Leckie as pilot and S/L Hobbs as crew. A bag carried official
correspondenceand letters. TheFaireyseaplanewasforcedto landat2 K S f LJPoiateN® a
on the SaintJohnRiverdue the lossof enginecowlingand during landingthe propellerand
undercarriagevere damaged
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A new plane, an H2L flying boat GCYAGwas flown to the Point and Leckietook off for
Frederictonarrivingat 1810for refueling Theythen took off for RiviereDu Loupandarrived
safelyat 2305despitefog andrain.
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On 8 October,at 1820they used a FelixstoweR3 flying boat to headto Ottawa and they
arrived at Rockcliffeat 1230 Engineproblemsdelayedthe departure until 9 Octoberand
Leckieand crew departed for Winnipeg At 1635 they landed at Sault Ste Marie. Fog
preventedtakeoff until Sundayl0 Octoberat 0730andthey arrivedat Kenoraat 1555 After
an enginerepairthey left for Winnipegat 2015 but fog on the WinnipegRiverforcedthem
to fly to Selkirkandbringthe letter bagdownto Winnipegfor the nextleg.

Sault Ste Marie Kenora
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Thesecondleg of the flight beganat the StCharlesAerodromein Winnipegandwaspiloted
by F/LJB.HomeHayand Air CommodoreA.K Tyleeaspassengeteft for MooseJawat 0430
on 11 Octoberalongwith the bag of official letters. Engineproblemsforced them to land

just beyondReginaat 0740and a new planewasbroughtin from MooseJaw Theydeparted
at 1100for MedicineHatarriving1345 Leavingat 1510they arrivedin Calgaryat 1710
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While not officially an Airmail flight, letters were carried from Halifax to Vancouver
Additionalmail waspickedup and mailedat variouspoint alongthe route. Thecoverbelow
waspickedup in Reginaanddeliveredin Calgaryon 11 October

REGINA, SASK.
NOV. 9-12, 1920

SASKATCHEWAN WINTER FAIR 2%, S -
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Air Forcehandstamp

Cover signed by pilot F/L JB
HomeHay
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Badweather delayedthe Calgarydeparture until 11550n 13 Octoberusinganother DHOA
piloted by F/L Thompsonand Air CommodoreTyleeaspassengerBadweatherforcedthem
to landjust southof Revelstokeat 1510wherethey waited for 2 days OnFridayl5 October
at 1150they departedfor Vancouveibut weatherforcedthem to land at Merritt at 1315
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After spendinga dayin Merritt they finally left on 17 Octoberat 0940and madeit through
the Passandarrivedat Minoru Park(RichmondWVancouveBC

q Minoru Park arrival 1920
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History Tidbits

AFlightoriginallywasto endin Vancouverpn 21 Octoberthe planewasflown to Esquimalt
AFlightwasconsideredsuccessful

A10%:dayselapsedio completethe flight

AFlyingtime was49 hours7 minutes

A3341mileswere flown

Aaveragespeed63 mph

A5 planeswere usedto completethe flight ¢ FaireyllICSeaplandrom Halifax,H2L StJohn
to Rivieredu-Loup, FelixstoweR3 to Winnipeg,DHA from Winnipeg,DHBA from Reginato
Vancouver




History- 1970 5@ Anniversary

The RoyalCanadianFlying ClubsAssociationorganizeda cavalcadeof light aircraft flying

between Halifaxand Victoriafrom June26th to July5™. Different legshad multiple aircraft

flying with somejoining and someleaving Fouraircraft madethe completejourney. Covers
were madefrom variouspoint on the route to Vancouver

Covers from 1970 flight period

_ ATl ——
S T T SR
o Ctie gk L PR NS Reeanat)
20 €21970 > AN S
ST -
X "Yr-_}‘-"".' ; ")
ROYAL CANADRIAN FLYING ELUSS ASSOCIATION > S
1979/ /
TRANS-CANADA FLIGHT

HALIFAX TO VICTORIA
3263 MILES

Er ~
FIRS 3

VIA AIR MAIL

bia Aviation Council
L e % % : wver Iniernaticnai Airport
WHELPEY'S POINT, N.B CT. 192 T : ' b
v wver Ald piiish Lolumbia
W R. R LECK & § 3 BE

ARy = S A oY S
1pagEr
e MRS

Is4:FeTadar VoL
(S A

ENATA AT/

=Nl

ARy Ay &
41

DickMalott Covers) av av o o o o o o o %



2020 Celebration Planning Timeline

A9 August First contact with Chris Hargreaves by John Orr of the Shearwater Museum
A12 August Decision to assist given

A23 August Preliminary Shearwater card design by museum

A4 September Chris creates journal article on the flight, preliminary discussion to get a
Halifax contact due t€ovid

A10 September two CAS PP stamps ordered in booklet form

A14 September enlisted Halifax collector Hugh Rathbun to assist Shearwater Museum
A18 September, Hugh and John meet to review cancel options.

A21 September Hugh designs Picture Postage on behalf of museum

A24 September;, Shearwater canceller ordered

A28 September; CAS cover designed

A30 September, museum PP stamps delivered

A5 Octoberc CAS covers arrive Halifax, cancelling started

A7 Octoberc Museum ceremony

A10 Octoberg Covers and other materials cancelled in Winnipeg and Selkirk

A13 Octoberg Covers and other materials cancelled in Calgary

A17 Octoberc Covers and other materials cancelled in Vancouver



Copies of this
Invitation are
available, but have
no postmark.

2020 Shearwater Invitation

BRIGHOUSE POSTAL OUTLET
105174
2020 -10- 1 1
RICHMOND BC
VEX 2E3

- —
Fairey Il C (G-CYCF) departs Canadian Air Board Station Dartmouth
on the first leg of the trans-Canada flight on 7 October 1920. Credit: CASM 08274

An Invitation

Date: 7 October 2020
Time: 10:30 am
Location: Shearwater Aviation Museum Forecourt.
(Inclement weather — inside the Museum.)
Dress: Jacket and tie
Note: Please observe COVID-19 precautions

Please join the Mayor of Halifax and the Commander 12 Wing Shearwater in
marking the centennial of this significant milestone in Canadian aviation history.

The idea of a trans-Canada flight was seized upon in order to demonstrate the
utility of aviation to the Canadian public. Not incidentally, it was also an account
of guts and determination as a small group of aviators battled the elements and
blazed a trail across the country.

Originally planned to take 48 hours using relays of aircraft across the country, the
flight eventually took 10 2 days. Given the state of aviation at the time and the
perils involved with flying open-cockpit aircraft across Canada in October, this
was a remarkable achievement.

RSVP requested: <jandcorr@hotmail.com>



2020 Shearwater Ceremony October 7
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Speech from Halifax Mayor &
Mike Savage



2020 Shearwater Ceremony October 7

Museum Curator Christine
Hines presents canceller and
mailbag to Kim MacLean

The following guests attended:

Mayor Mike Savage, Halifax Regional Municipality
Mr. CarlKkumpi¢ Chairman of the Board, Atlantic
Canada Aerospace alkfenceAssociation;

Mr. Dave McMahon, President of the Atlantic
Canada Aviation Museum;

Mr. John Cody, Chairman of the Shearwater
Aviation Museum Foundation;

Mr. Bob Goodwin, President of 111 Wing, Royal
Canadian Air Force Association;

Mr. Hugh Rathbun, Representative of the Canadian
AerophilatelicSociety;

Ms. Kim MacLean, CANEX st office Mgr and

Ms. Christine Hines, Curator, Shearwater Aviation.




2020 Halifax October 7

Due to the Covidpandemic,normally Davewould have flown to Halifaxand
brought the coversto an intermediary point such as Ottawa or Winnipeg
However with the Atlantic bubble requiring 14 day quarantine for people
enteringthe Maritimes,this wasnot possible

Asan alternativethe coverswere shippedwest via FedexNext Daydeliveryvia
air. As a result we do not know the Fedexpilots, nor are there things like
boardingpasses




2020 Winnipeq October 10

To recreate the flight portion from Winnipeg to CalgaiiestJetFlight
205 Piloted by Capt David Roger and Capt Disineswvas used.
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2020 Calgary October 17

To recreate the flight portion from Calgary to VancouVéestJet-light
123 Piloted by Capt Mikeuteijmand Capt BilButchartwas used.
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2020 Richmond BC, October 17

Minoru Park today,
Richmond post office with
cancelled covers



2020 Richmond BC, October 17
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Dave holding cancelled info flyer, and a display of the items cancelled at the post offic



2020 Cancellations Used

Cancelsinclude (left to right)¢ ShearwaterNS 7 Oct, Selkirk MB 10 Oct,

Winnipeg MB 10 Oct, CalgaryAB 13 Oct, RichmondBC 17 Oct Museum
HandstampRedBilingual) CASHandstamp
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2020 Commemoration Material

Whilethere had not beenspecificplansto commemoratethe centennialby the
CAS,when approached by the Shearwater Museum on how and what
souvenirsthey might make, Chris Hargreavesstepped in, and Dave Bartlet
assisted

The original requestwas with regardsto a post card and Chrisprovided that
information. We suggested Picture Postage stamps and covers, but the
museumteam was unsure In the interim time, DaveBartlet decidedthat the
CAScould create commemorative covers and stamps, and produced two
stampsanda coverfor purposesof cancellingacrosshe country.

Dueto Covidtravel restrictions,the CASvasableto recruitlocalcollectorHugh
Rathbunto assistuswith cancellation We alsohad him in discussionsvith the
museumand he wasthen ableto createa stampand coverfor the museum

Thefollowing pagesshowthe items createdand usedin a postalsenseby the
Museum,HughRathbunand DaveBartlet (CAS)



2020 Museum Commemoration

For the commemorationthe following items were created ¢ Postcard,Flight
Information sheet, Picture Postagestamp Postcardsand Information sheets
havemainlyMuseumPPstamps,but alsosomehavePPstamps Only2 of each

are pilot signed

Booklets/stamps are available on request
iIf there is sufficient interest. 9 booklets
first order with 9 more in the second
order- used on postcards and covers.



