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Katherine Stinson is a name Alberta postal history collectors will be familiar with. 

Above is a 1914 real-photo postcard of her.  See page 11 for more details.
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CANADIAN STAM PS OF REM EMBRANCE:   PART 1

by Gordon Demke

Remembrance of Canadian men and women who sacrificed their lives in World War I

(1914-1918) and later wars is perpetuated through memorials, museums, designated

times of remembrance, and commemorative postage stamps.  The Memorial Chamber

located in the Peace Tower in Canada’s Parliament Buildings was originally built to

honour those who fought in World War I, although its scope is now broadened to

include other wars.  It is constructed of materials provided by the three original allies

(France, Britain and Belgium).  Three stained glass windows feature scenes entitled

“Call-To-Arms”,    “The Assembly of Remembrance”, and     “The Dawn of Peace.” 

 Inscribed on one wall is the poem “In Flanders

Fields” and inscribed in the Remembrance Books

are the names of Canada’s war dead.  

15 June 1938 (Scott 241).  Memorial Chamber,

Parliament Buildings, Ottawa.  “The subject

symbolizes the reverence Canadians hold for

their fellow countrymen who lost their lives in the

wars that involved Canada.”  In the right

foreground is the Altar of Remembrance.  The

Memorial Chamber also contains the Books of

Remembrance which list 112,000 Canadians who

have died for their country since 1867.  (All of

the quotes are from the Canadian Postal Archives

Database for the particular stamp.)

  

The National War Memorial located on Parliament Hill was originally constructed to

honour Canadians who died in World War I.  The dates 1939-1945 and 1950-1953 were

subsequently added for who served in World 

War II and the Korean War.  It features 22 

figures advancing through a granite archway, 

representing all branches of the armed forces who 

served in World War I.  Atop the arch are two large 

bronze figures representing Victory and Liberty.  The 

War Memorial is the site of Canada’s annual 

National Remembrance Day Service.  At the base of 

the Memorial is the Tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier, containing the remains of an unknown 

soldier from the Vimy area of France.

15 May 1939 (Sc 247).  The National Memorial 

was designed and executed by the March family 

of Kent, England. 
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The mission of the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa is “to promote public

understanding of Canada’s military history in its personal, national and international

dimensions.  The museum acquires and maintains artefacts in the National Collection

and disseminates knowledge through research, exhibitions and public programs.”

Another example is The Military Museums located in Calgary.   The museum’s mission

statement reads as follows: “To Remember the sacrifices of Canadians and allies in the

defense of our nation and freedom by telling their stories; Preserve artefacts and

archival material related to the military history of Canada with emphasis on western

Canada; and Educate Canadians, with an

emphasis on youth, about the impact of military

events on the development of Canada and the

importance of military security, as a component

of national security, now and in the future.”

15 Oct. 1968 (Sc 486).  Armistice, 1918-1968.

This stamp commemorates the 50  anniversaryth

of the World War I Armistice.  The stamp

features the Vimy Memorial located on Vimy

Ridge near Arras, France on which are inscribed

“the names of 11,285 of Canada’s 1914-1918

war dead who have no known graves. . . .

Historians refer to the military success at Vimy

Ridge as a point in history where Canada

emerged from a semi-colonial status to that of

full nationhood..”

15 Oct. 1968 (Sc 487).  

John McCrae, 1872-1918, 

In Flanders Fields.  This 

stamp commemorates the 

50  anniversary of the th

year in which Lieutenant 

Colonel John McCrae 

died.  “A poet and medical 

doctor, McCrae achieved 

fame with ‘In Flanders Fields’.”

On Remembrance Day, November

11  each year, Canadians pay special tribute to and remember those who sacrificed theirth

lives during the First World W ar, the Second World War, the Korean War, and all

conflicts since then in which members of the Canadian Forces have participated. 

Synonymous with Remembrance Day are the red poppy; the poem “In Flanders Fields”

written by John McCrae; and Services of Remembrance across Canada. McCrae wrote

the poem in May 1915 following the death of a close friend in the Second Battle of

Ypres in Flanders, Belgium.  
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Remembrance Day generally includes the sounding of the “Last Post”, two minutes of

silence marking the 11  hour of the 11  day of the 11  month of 1918 when theth th th

hostilities of World War I were ended with the signing of the Armistice by Germany,

the sounding of “The Rouse”, the reading of the “Act of Remembrance”, laying of

wreaths to honour the fallen, a blessing, and the singing of the national anthem. 

10 Nov. 1975 (Sc 680).   The

Royal Canadian Legion, 1925-

1975.  The stamp commemorated

the Legion’s 50  anniversary inth

1975.  “The Legion was to

safeguard veterans and their

dependents, to protect the families

of the fallen, and to make sure

that wartime sacrifices would be

remembered.”

[to be continued]
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ANNEXED POST OFFICES OF CALGARY: MIDNAPORE

by Dale Speirs

Midnapore was  technically annexed in 1961 by Calgary but didn’t really get swallowed

up until 1977 when the developers built out that far.  One strange peculiarity is that

although it had its own post office, it was never incorporated as a village, and legally

was only a railroad siding, never an official settlement.  Midnapore is today south of

Fish Creek, west of Bow River and east of Macleod Trail, but in pioneer days it was a

cluster of buildings west of Macleod Trail.  The actual original location of Midnapore

was the south bank of Fish Creek in today’s suburb of Millrise, not the suburb of that

name we know today on the other side of the road.  All that is left is a mill pond and

irrigation ditches dug by a pioneer settler, John Glenn.  This was the first irrigation farm

built in Alberta, but nothing remains except the overgrown ditch.

In 1884, when the post office opened, it was originally proposed to call it Fish Creek

but the Canadian Post Office would not allow it because there already was a post office

of that name in Ontario.  The most popular legend is that the postmaster then took a pin

and stuck it at random into an atlas, which landed on Midnapore, India.  However, a

more plausible reason is that the postmaster’s next-door neighbour was Col. Griffith

Bointon, late of the British Army in India before emigrating to Canada.  He had been

stationed in the original Midnapore, hence the connection [1].

Midnapore was founded by William and Helen Shaw, who came to Calgary in 1883

from England and settled the following year with their eight children on the south bank

of Fish Creek.       They operated a woolen mill, general store, and post office in that
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location [2].  The woolen mill

was the first factory ever built in

Alberta.  The new suburbs of

Shawnessy and Millrise both

derive their names from the Shaw

family, and the section of Fish

Creek Provincial Park on either

side of Macleod Trail was their

homestead.  William was the first

postmaster from the opening of

the post office on 1884-02-01

until his death on 1919-08-05. 

His photo is shown at left.

Over the next three years a couple

of short-time postmasters came

and went.  John Morton then

served from 1922-08-29 until  his

death  on  1926-02-26.

His widow Margaret took over as postmaster until her retirement on 1944-07-15.  After

her, Frederick James Ratcliff was postmaster from 1944-10-16 to his retirement on

1958-07-03.  His wife briefly took over, but on 1959-04-01 Hammond Wilfrid Jardine

became the new postmaster until retiring on 1966-10-02.  Dill Alton Stanley Johnson

was briefly postmaster from 1966-10-18 to 1968-05-31.  Margaret Mary Strauss

became postmaster on 1968-06-01, but after that the records end due to Canada Post

privacy laws [3].  

The post office closed on 1990-04-12.  Sometime after this it was replaced by a retail

postal outlet in a 7-Eleven store on Midlake Blvd SE just east of Macleod Trail.  The

outlet closed in late 2008 when the store itself closed, and the neighbourhood is today

without a postal outlet.  Residents now have to cross over to the west side of Macleod

Trail to a postal outlet in the new suburb of Millrise, which derives its name from the

Shaw woolen mill.

References.

1]  Heritage Community Foundation  (downloaded 2011-03-01)  Fur Trade and Mission History: No. 212:
MacLeod to Calgary Trail: Part Two.  ALBERTA ONLINE ENCYCLOPEDIA

2]  Historical Committee  (1993)  PIONEER FAMILIES OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA.  Published by
Southern Alberta Pioneers And Their Descendents.  Page 187.

3]  Library and Archives Canada  (downloaded 2011-02-18)    Post offices and postmasters.
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/post-offices
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CURRENT POSTM ARKS OF CALGARY: PART 22

by Dale Speirs

New Postmarks.

Temple: 7-Eleven, 52 Street NE and north end of Temple Drive

       old postmark new postmark

Sunridge Industrial: 

32 Avenue NE and 

34 Street, Sobeys

This is actually one 

of their older cancellers,

still in use with another

one that has the outlet

identification number.

New RePOs.

Downtown: 3 Avenue SW and 4 Street, 

2  floor, Centennial Place, Hallmark Cards.nd

This is a new skyscraper completed in early

summer 2011, with the Hallmark store at

the east end of the food court.
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CALTAPEX
2011

JUST THE FACTS:

October 14 to 16

Kerby Centre, ground floor, 
1133 - 7 Avenue SW

Friday: 13h00 to 18h00

Saturday: 10h00 to 17h00

Sunday: 10h00 to 16h00

This year’s theme:    50  anniversary of World Wildlife Fundth

Calgary  Philatelist # 110          2011                                                                                  -9-



CALTAPEX 2011

by Janice Brookes

CALTAPEX is here again and I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone

who has helped me with the shows over the past eleven years.  You all know who you

are and how much you have contributed to the success of the shows.  

Dave Freeman has stepped forward as Bourse Chairman.  I want to thank Dwayne

Miner for his many years of helping me and our society to put on excellent shows,

including the Royal 2006 Royale.  He was instrumental in making it the best Royal ever.

There is, however, one position needing to be filled after CALTAPEX 2011, and that

is Show Chairman.  I will not leave the new person without training and will assist in

any way I can to help them ease into the job.  Next year the new Chairman will be doing

the Spring and Fall bourses.  The 2012 Spring bourse will not be on our regular

weekend (last weekend in April) but will the weekend before, as the Kerby Centre is not

available.  BNAPEX 2012 CALTAPEX is on the Labour Day weekend and is being

looked after by Jim Taylor and Jon Johnson.

The theme for CALTAPEX 2011 is the 50  anniversary of the World Wildlife Fund.th

We will have a special cover for sure!  The schedule of events is as follows.

Thursday, October 13 show set-up 17h30 to 20h00

Friday, October 14 show open 13h00 to 18h00

banquet 19h00 at Danish-Canadian Hall

Saturday, October 15 show open 10h00 to 17h00

dinner with the judge at 18h00

Sunday, October 16 10h00 to 16h00

Judges’ Critique in the morning, t.b.a.

Exhibitors: Please bring your exhibits early Thursday evening so that we are done by

20h00 so the janitors can go home on time.  Otherwise you will need to set up Friday

morning.

For banquet tickets, contact Jim Taylor at 238-3698 or see him at the October general

meeting.

I would like again to thank everyone for the wonderful time I have had as your Show

Chairwoman.  Looking back, they are some of my best memories.!
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KATHERINE STINSON: MORE OF THE STORY

by Elizabeth Saunaranta

Alberta postal history collectors are aware that Katherine Stinson flew the first airmails

in Alberta on July 9, 1918, when she took 259 pieces of mail from the Calgary

Stampede to Edmonton.  This was only the second official airmail flight in Canada

sanctioned by the post office.  With that flight she also became the first woman to fly

the airmails in Canada.  What is not often written about is that she travelled about North

America a great deal, staging similar events across the continent.  In fact, she had also

flown her plane at the 1916 and 1917 Stampedes, although no mail was carried.

One such stunt was in Arizona in 1915, where she had flown the first airmail for that

state.  The cover shown here is a commemorative done fifty years later.

Stinson was a media star in those days, and her image appeared on numerous real-photo

postcards.  The cover of this bulletin shows her in 1914 at some unknown place

receiving an honour from aboriginals, who named her Kinyauhdiwe, “the girl who flies

and returns”.
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WORLD WILDLIFE FUND

The theme for this year’s CALTAPEX is the 50  anniversary of the World Wildlifeth

Fund.  The WWF was created in 1961 by a group of eminent wildlife experts to tackle

environmental problems across the world.  Numerous countries have issued stamps in

support of the WWF over the years, so many that it has become a topical in its own

right.  

B r i ta in  h a s

i s s u e d  t e n

s t a m p s  o f

various animal

s p e c i e s ,  o f

which four are

shown at right.

Below is an

o l d e r  i s s u e

from Australia.

Note that in

order for the

stamps to be

part of  the

WWF topical,

it must have the

p a n d a  b e a r

logo on it.
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

These ads are free to paid-up CPS members, and will also appear on the CPS Website

at no additional cost.  Mail your ads to Dale Speirs, Box 6830, Calgary, Alberta, T2P

2E7,  or hand them to me at meetings. 

NOTE TO INTERNET VIEWERS:   Unless stated otherwise, telephone numbers are

area code 403.   Alberta is on Mountain Time.  Any advertiser can be reached through

the CPS e-mail at calphilso@shaw.ca, but please allow time for forwarding to offline

members.

FOR SALE: Lightly used Lighthouse album binders with protective slipcases. $20 for one, $36 for two, five
or more for $15 each.  Contact Peter Fleck at 590-1574 or peterfleck@telus.net

FOR SALE: Four-volume collection of Canadian stamps in Unity albums.  Price negotiable.  Phone Al at
282-1030 or e-mail dorandal@shaw.ca

FOR SALE:  USA mint sheets from 1967 to 1995 (Scott #1331 to 2979).  Asking face value plus exchange
rate and GST.  Contact Peter at peterhay@shaw.ca

FOR SALE: various QE2 Canada plate block sets between Scott #727 and #1070, various QV to KGV
Canada VFNH singles and pairs between Scott #51 and #300.  Contact Les at 278-3511.

FOR SALE: Large accumulation used off-paper, mostly pre-1990s commemoratives.  Canada, USA, GB,
Ireland, Australia, New Zealand and kiloware.  Phone Roland 243-1637 or decaenr@shaw.ca

FOR SALE: Used Australian stamps.  I have tens of thousands of them.  100 different only $2, 200 different
$4, and I will pay the postage.  Contact Jim at 485-6622 or jheath01@telus.net

FOR SALE:   Major collections of many countries at liquidation prices while they last.  Call John at 474-
1212.

FOR SALE:  British colonies KGV to QEII, New Zealand and Australia, very reasonable.  All mint, LH or
NH.  Phone Felix at 464-3252.

FOR SALE:  Used stamps of Australia and New Zealand.  Also have Canada mint both singles and plate
blocks.  Call  Craig Allison at 281-3852.

WANTED:  Any covers, wrappers, or postcards from Great Britain sent after May 31, 1951, bearing 1d
postage.  Excellent prices paid for good items.  Contact Dave at 284-4775.

FOR SALE:  Canadian annual collections from 1980 to 2001.  Call Al at 282-1031.

WANTED:   Newfoundland VF used singles, preferably dated.  Need #107, 123, 140, 142, 266.  Cash or
Canadian coils in trade.  Phone Gordon at 249-1094.

WANTED:  Used Machin stamps with selvedge attached.  Cash or trade.  Call Georg at 547-0409.

WANTED:  USA stamps, MNH, VF.  Singles, sets, and sheets between 1980 and 2004.  Paying face value
plus exchange rate and GST.  Call Bob at 257-1942 or email  bob.dahl@shaw.ca
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WANTED:  Collector of stamps, books, and history.  Special interest in submarine material.  Contact Wayne
at 295-3275 or kingwi@shaw.ca

WANTED:  Canadian military covers and postcards with hospital ships (white with red crosses).  Contact
Jon Johnson at 253-8411 or jcjperfins@hotmail.com

WANTED:  Tanna Tuva, especially covers.  I used to have a few and now starting over.  Phone Keith at
(780)437-1787 (Edmonton)

WANTED:  Owl stamps worldwide.  Cash or trade.  Call Pat at 238-3435.

TRADE:  Need automotive work done on your car?  Let’s trade my labour for your stamps that I need.  I am
a licenced mechanic with 20+ years experience.  Phone Doug Kollar at 547-3838.

WANTED:  Advanced collector of World Wildlife Fund (anything with the panda logo) stamps, postally-
used covers, FDCs, postcards, maximum cards, even cookie cans.  Phone Jan at 251-1769.

WANTED: Private collector pays cash for larger stamp collections.  Phone Willi at 239-2273.

WANTED:  Stamps and covers from China to 1949, People’s Republic of China, and Taiwan.  Special
interest in overprints and bulk lots.  Prefer postally used.  Call Penny at 686-2662 or
pkborrowman@yahoo.ca.

COMMITTEES

Archives Dale Speirs              701-0174

Auctions - regular Doug Kollar              547-3838

               - silent Jim Senecal              547-7681

Bulletin - Editor  Dale Speirs              701-0174

 

Circuit books Larry Tweedale              282-9726

Library Penny Borrowman              686-2662

Life Members Jim Taylor              238-3698

Membership Julius Szekrenyes              282-7982

Private Treaty books Gerry Vader              293-0158

Programmes Penny Borrowman                           686-2662

Sergeant-At-Arms Dave Russum                          284-4775

Webmaster Jan van Staden              285-1874
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MEETINGS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

2011

        

October 5 General meeting

14 to 16 CALTAPEX 2011

19 Auction

November 2 General meeting

2 deadline for December bulletin

16 Auction

December 7 Christmas social

2012

January 4 General meeting

4 Deadline for February bulletin

18 Auction

February 1 General meeting

15 Auction

August 31 to September 2 BNAPEX   2012  CALTAPEX

MEETINGS and AUCTIONS are at the Kerby Centre, 2nd floor, 1133 - 7 Avenue SW,

at 19h30.   Auction lots should be in before 19h30 to allow bidder viewing.

CALTAPEX 2011 will be at the Kerby Centre, ground floor.  Details from Janice

Brookes at 251-1769.

CALGARY REGIONAL GROUP OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC

SOCIETY meets second Wednesdays.  For details about meeting places and times,

contact Dave Bartlet at 829-3580.

CALGARY ASSOCIATION OF PHILATELIC EXHIBITORS meets fourth

Wednesdays.  For details, contact Jim Taylor at 238-3698.

BNAPEX 2012 will be at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Centre Street and 7 Avenue SW.

For details, contact Jim Taylor at 238-3698.
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