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Vulcan, Alberta, has capitalized on its

name with a Star Trek museum.

Compare this postmark with the actual

building shown below.  More details on

page 7.
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CANADIAN STAMPS THAT HONOUR NURSES OR NURSING

by Gordon Demke

“I solemnly pledge myself before God and in the presence of this assembly, to pass my

life in purity and to practice my profession faithfully.  I will abstain from whatever is

deleterious and mischievous and will not take or knowingly administer any harmful

drug.  I will do all in my power to elevate the standards of my profession and will hold

in confidence all personal matters committed to my keeping, and all family affairs

coming to my knowledge in the practice of my calling.  With loyalty, I endeavor to aid

the physician of his work and devote myself to the welfare of those committed to my

care”.  (Florence Nightingale Pledge, authored in 1893 by Lystra Gretter, an instructor

of nursing at the Harper Hospital in Detroit, Michigan.)

Canada has honoured nurses and nursing by issuing postage stamps as shown on the

next few pages.

Guardians of the Lamp by Eleanor King Byers provides “proof positive” that nurses

and nursing are indeed worthy subjects for inclusion in Canadian commemorative

stamps.  The author chronicles the one hundred and eight year history of The Calgary

General Hospital, and in particular The Calgary General Hospital School of Nursing

from which she graduated in 1959.  During its 79 year history (1956-1974), the School

graduated 2,960 nurses.  The book provides a good account of the nursing profession

coming of age and the challenges faced by individuals choosing nursing as a career.  

For example, in the early years of nursing education consisting of supervised on-the-job

training, the hospital’s need for labour often took priority over the students’ learning

experience.  Room and board and a “free education” were provided in exchange for the

student’s labour and a modest stipend.  Working conditions were difficult, a situation

which unfortunately appears to prevail today.  

References.

1]  Dale Speirs, “Quick Finder for Topicals on Canadian Stamps to 2005: Part one to Part Twelve”, Calgary
Philatelist, Issues 77 to 88, April 2006 to February 2008.

2]  Canadian Postal Archives Database, accessed May 18, 2010.
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/postal-archives/080608_e.html

3]  Eleanor King Byers, Guardians of the Lamp: The Calgary General Hospital and its Nursing School
Remembered, Byers, Calgary, AB, 2009.

4]  Editor: D. Robin Harris, The Unitrade Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Stamps, 2009 Edition, The
Unitrade Press, Toronto, ON, 2009.
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Catalogue

#

Date of Issue/

Denomination

Description

#177          Dec 04, 1930

                        $1.00

Mount Edith Cavell in the Canadian

Rockies was named to commemorate

Edith Louisa Cavell in 1916.  Cavell

(1865-1915), was a British nurse and

humanitarian.  In 1907 she was recruited

to be matron of a newly established

nursing school in Brussels, and in 1910

launched the nursing journal

L’infirmière.  She was executed for

helping some 200 Allied soldiers escape

from German-occupied Belgium during

WWI.     

#380          Jul 30, 1958

                       5¢

Portrait of a nurse (wearing cap) & lamp

(symbolic of the noble profession of

nursing) emphasize the ideals of national

health.  The caption “Health Guards the

Nation” (and “La santé: Force de la

nation”) appears in the vertical light from

the nurse’s lamp.  This was the first

Canadian stamp purposely designed with

a living model as the central motif of the

stamp.  The stamp marked the 50 th

anniversary in 1958 of the Canadian

Nurses’ Association.  

#615        Apr 18, 1973

                      8¢

Jeanne Mance (1606-1673) was the first

lay nurse to settle in New France.  She

was founder of Montreal’s Hôtel-Dieu

Hospital and co-founder of Montreal. 

Her foremost goal was to serve the “poor

Indian and French sick people in the

settlement.”  She also provided care to

wounded soldiers without regard of the

side on which they served.
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Catalogue

#

Date of Issue/

Denomination

Description

#1345          Nov 8, 1991

                       40¢

Women’s Armed Forces is part of the

series “The Second World War, 1941,

Total War”.  The stamp honors

Canadian women who served in

various roles during WWII, including

the 4,439 women enlisted as “Nursing

Sisters”. 

#1639         May 12, 1997

                       45¢

This stamp was issued to

commemorate the centennial year of

the Victorian Order of Nurses for

Canada (1897-1997).  The VON was

created as Canada’s memorial for

Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in

1897.    The stamp depicts a VON

tending to a senior at home, & smaller

images showing the various modes of

transport used by VON nurses.    

#1735        Jun 25, 1998

                     45¢

This stamp pays tribute to Canada’s

health professionals including

physicians, nurses, ambulance medics,

physiotherapists, dentists and others. 

The stamp features the Aesculapian

staff (the symbol of the Canadian

Medical Association) set against a

medical cross.  
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Catalogue

#

Date of Issue/

Denomination

Description

#1825b          Jan 17, 2000

                       46¢

This stamp is part of The Millennium

Collection, Humanitarians and

Peacekeepers.  The stamp honors

Elizabeth L. Smellie (1884-1968) and

Pauline Vanier (Red Cross volunteer in

Paris during and after WWII, and wife of

Governor General Georges Vanier). 

Smellie, the first female colonel in the

Canadian Army,  headed nursing services

at home and abroad during both World

Wars and organized the Canadian

Women’s Army Corps.  Her career also

included a term as Chief Superintendent

of VON.  

#2275     Jun 16, 2008

                  52¢

This stamp marks the centenary of the

Canadian Nurses’ Association (1908-

2009), celebrating the enduring

contribution of Canadian registered

nurses to the past, present and future. 

The stamp features the Association’s

logo and the image of a working nurse,

attired in her greens and carrying a tray

of nursing tools.  
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VULCAN  POSTMARKS

by Dale Speirs

Members of the Calgary Philatelic Society will have noticed that the December 2010

issue of this bulletin was hand-cancelled in Vulcan, Alberta.   Vulcan had a limited-

edition postmark commemorating its centennial which would not be available after

December.  Since the town is a reasonable drive about 1.5 hours southeast of Calgary,

I made the trip down Highway 24 to provide a bonus for CPS members.  

Vulcan was named after the Roman god

of fire and patron of blacksmiths.  Like

most rural towns in western Canada, it

was declining as the population shifted to

the big cities.  There are no natural

attractions out that way, as the town is out

in the middle of the flatlands where grain

farming rules.  In the early 1990s, a move

was started to capitalize on the

connection with Star Trek, and a large

statue of a starship was built, along with

a nearby museum containing Star Trek

memorabilia.

I found out from the Vulcan postmistress that there was also a second pictorial postmark

which has been in use for several years.  It depicts the Star Trek museum (see front

cover), and should still be available.  
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RE-USE OF A SASKATCHEWAN LAW STAM P

by Dale Speirs

In a batch of old Saskatchewan revenues on document, I came across one where the

stamp had obviously been re-used.  Figures 1 and 2 show the two sides of a lien placed

on a cow, described as one red and white cow, three years old.  In other words, a

Hereford.

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Figure 3 shows a close-up of the revenue stamp, which evidently had been peeled off

some other form that was on pink paper.  An extreme close-up of the stamp (Figure 4)

shows a bit of the pink paper underneath the lower left edge of the stamp.  Just above

it is a dried fan of glue where it had been squeezed out from under the paper when the

clerk pressed the stamp into place.  There is more pink paper underneath the stamp that

is easily seen when the lien is held up to the light, but I was not able to photograph or

scan this.

Figure 3 Figure 4

It may have been that the clerk who applied the stamp was re-using one that had

mistakenly been applied elsewhere.  There is also the possibility that he was applying

used stamps and pocketing the change.  Since liens are not normally seen by anyone

other than the parties involved, the risk of being detected was low.

Law stamps were used to indicate payment of government fees or taxes.  Re-use of a

stamp would have been a serious offence, especially for a law clerk who would be held

to a higher standard than an ordinary citizen.
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CURRENT POSTM ARKS OF CALGARY: PART 19

by Dale Speirs

New Postmarks.

Lincoln Park: Mount Royal University,

basement of Unit Z, Copy Shop.  The

MRU was upgraded from a college to a

university in September 2009, and its

postmark made the change not long after.

Rosemont:  10 Street NW and Cambrian 

Drive, Cambrian Drug Mart.     Previous 

canceller had name at top; new canceller 

has name at bottom.

Closed RePOs.

D o w n t o w n :  

Scotia Centre, 8

Avenue SW and 2

S tree t,  second

f l o o r ,  R e x a l l

Drugs.  The entire

drugstore, not just

the retail postal

o u t le t ,  c lo s ed

sometime in late

2010 and the

space is now for

lease.  
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AWARDS CEREMONY AT CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

At the December 1, 2010, Christmas Social, several awards were presented.   Most of

the awards are determined by the Life Members Committee, who receive the

nominations in autumn and vote on winners after due deliberation.  Jim Taylor is the

chairman of that committee.

The Dr. E.G. Mason Award for long service to the CPS was presented to Jim Senecal,

for his many years on the Auctions committee and for keeping the junior club going. 

Jim Senecal (left) receives the Mason Award from Jim Taylor.

The Founders’ Award is given to the member deemed to have contributed the most

during the previous philatelic season.  This year it went to Julius Szekreynes, who took

over as Membership Chairman on short notice just before Isobel Attrell died of cancer.

(No photo available as Julius was unable to be present at the social but he received his

award at the January meeting.)

The Author of the Year Award is granted for best article or series of articles in the

CALGARY PHILATELIST for the calendar year just concluded.  For 2010, there was no

doubt that Gordon Demke was the obvious choice.  Photo on the next page.
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G ord o n  D em ke ,

winner of the 2010

Author of the Year

Award.

The Christmas Social was not just about awards, of course.  Roughly 60 people attended

the event to enjoy the buffet and conversation.  Spouses were invited as well, and the

talk was distinctly non-philatelic.

Peter Fleck set up the Speed Trading Game after the awards ceremony was over.

Everyone was given a stock card with a mixture of stamps, and then drew a slip of paper

with a collecting theme on it.  We then sat at the tables and every minute Peter rang a

handbell, at which point one side of the table moved down a seat.  The idea was to trade

across the table on a stamp-for-stamp basis to get stamps on the player’s theme.  When

time was called, the player who had the most stamps on their theme was the winner.  It

was a nice way to get people to mix and socialize.
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

These ads are free to paid-up CPS members, and will also appear on the CPS Website

at no additional cost.  Mail your ads to Dale Speirs, Box 6830, Calgary, Alberta, T2P

2E7,  or hand them to me at meetings. 

NOTE TO INTERNET VIEWERS:   Unless stated otherwise, telephone numbers are

area code 403.   Alberta is on Mountain Time.  Any advertiser can be reached through

the CPS e-mail at calphilso@shaw.ca, but please allow time for forwarding to offline

members.

FOR SALE:   Canada uncut press sheets.  Extensive selection, discounted pricing, for complete list e-mail
pcf1@telus.net or phone Peter at 590-1574

FOR SALE:  USA mint sheets from 1967 to 1995 (Scott #1331 to 2979).  Asking face value plus exchange
rate and GST.  Contact Peter at peterhay@shaw.ca

FOR SALE: various QE2 Canada plate block sets between Scott #727 and #1070, various QV to KGV
Canada VFNH singles and pairs between Scott #51 and #300.  Contact Les at 278-3511.

FOR SALE: Large collection Ontario postal history in two binders plus books and maps, two albums of
Ontario postcards, five binders B.C. postmarks plus four books, four binders of Manitoba postmarks plus
two books, set of PHSC Journals 1999-2008, Newfoundland Specialized catalogue, album of Canadian
postcards, and four volume Canadian stamp collection.  Contact Al at 282-1030 or dorandal@shaw.ca

FOR SALE: Large accumulation used off-paper, mostly pre-1990s commemoratives.  Canada, USA, GB,
Ireland, Australia, New Zealand and kiloware.  Phone Roland 243-1637 or decaenr@shaw.ca

FOR SALE: Used Australian stamps.  I have tens of thousands of them.  100 different only $2, 200 different
$4, and I will pay the postage.  Contact Jim at 485-6622 or jheath01@telus.net

FOR SALE:   Major collections of many countries at liquidation prices while they last.  Call John at 474-
1212.

FOR SALE:  British colonies KGV to QEII, New Zealand and Australia, very reasonable.  All mint, LH or
NH.  Phone Felix at 464-3252.

FOR SALE:  Used stamps of Australia and New Zealand.  Also have Canada mint both singles and plate
blocks.  Call  Craig Allison at 281-3852.

WANTED:  Any covers, wrappers, or postcards from Great Britain sent after May 31, 1951, bearing 1d
postage.  Excellent prices paid for good items.  Contact Dave at 284-4775.

FOR SALE:  Canadian annual collections from 1980 to 2001.  Call Al at 282-1031.

WANTED:   Newfoundland VF used singles, preferably dated.  Need #107, 123, 140, 142, 266.  Cash or
Canadian coils in trade.  Phone Gordon at 249-1094

WANTED:  Used Machin stamps with selvedge attached.  Cash or trade.  Call Georg at 547-0409.

WANTED:  Canadian stamps, mint or very fine used.  Call Arnie at 279-5957.
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WANTED:  USA stamps, MNH, VF.  Singles, sets, and sheets between 1980 and 2004.  Paying face value
plus exchange rate and GST.  Call Bob at 257-1942 or email  bob.dahl@shaw.ca

WANTED:  Collector of stamps, books, and history.  Special interest in submarine material.  Contact Wayne
at 295-3275 or kingwi@shaw.ca

WANTED:  Canadian military covers and postcards with hospital ships (white with red crosses).  Contact
Jon Johnson at 253-8411 or jcjperfins@hotmail.com

WANTED:  Tanna Tuva, especially covers.  I used to have a few and now starting over.  Phone Keith at
(780)437-1787 (Edmonton)

WANTED:  Owl stamps worldwide.  Cash or trade.  Call Pat at 238-3435.

TRADE:  Need automotive work done on your car?  Let’s trade my labour for your stamps that I need.  I am
a licenced mechanic with 20+ years experience.  Phone Doug Kollar at 547-3838.

WANTED:  Advanced collector of World Wildlife Fund (anything with the panda logo) stamps, postally-
used covers, FDCs, postcards, maximum cards, even cookie cans.  Phone Jan at 251-1769.

WANTED: Private collector pays cash for larger stamp collections.  Phone Willi at 239-2273.

WANTED:  Stamps and covers from China to 1949, People’s Republic of China, and Taiwan.  Special
interest in overprints and bulk lots.  Prefer postally used.  Call Penny at 686-2662 or
pkborrowman@yahoo.ca.

COMMITTEES

Archives Dale Speirs              701-0174

Auctions - regular Doug Kollar              547-3838

               - silent Jim Senecal              547-7681

Bulletin - Editor  Dale Speirs              701-0174

 

Circuit books Mike McPhail              239-9730

Library Penny Borrowman              686-2662

Life Members Jim Taylor              238-3698

Membership Julius Szekrenyes              282-7982

Private Treaty books Gerry Vader              293-0158

Programmes Penny Borrowman                           686-2662

Sergeant-At-Arms Dave Russum                          284-4775

Webmaster Jan van Staden              285-1874

                                                                                                                                -15-



MEETINGS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

2011

        

January 19 Auction

February 2 General meeting

16 Auction

March 2 General meeting

2 deadline for April bulletin

16 Auction

April 6 General meeting

20 Auction

April 30 and May 1 Spring stamp bourse

May 4 General meeting

4 deadline for June bulletin

18 Auction

June 1 General meeting

1 Elections

15 Auction

August 1 deadline for September bulletin

September 7 General meeting

7 deadline for October meeting

21 Auction

MEETINGS and AUCTIONS are at the Kerby Centre, 2nd floor, 1133 - 7 Avenue

SW, at 19h30.   Auction lots should be in before 19h30 to allow bidder viewing.

CALGARY REGIONAL GROUP OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC

SOCIETY meets second Wednesdays.  For details about meeting places and times,

contact Jim Taylor at 238-3698.

CALGARY ASSOCIATION OF PHILATELIC EXHIBITORS meets fourth

Wednesdays.  For details, contact Jim Taylor at 238-3698.

SPRING STAMP BOURSE will be at the Kerby Centre, ground floor.  Details from

Janice Brookes at 251-1769.
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