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ALBERTA RAILWAY
AND IRRIGATION COMPANY

Many of the companies that pioneered the prairies are now forgotten,
their hard work forgotten and the results of that work being accepted as
the way the prairies are. One such Company that changed the prairiesin
its short eight year life was the Alberta Railway & Irrigation Company,
incorporated in 1904. Tts incorporation was a merger of the Alberta
Railway & Coal Company, St. Mary's River Railway and the Canadian
Northwest Irrigation Company for more economic development of the
land south of Lethbridge.

The Alberta Railway & Coal Company had constructed much of the
rail trackage around Lethbridge with the main east-west line through
Lethbridge being leased for 999 years to the Canadian Pacific Railway in
1898. At the time of the merger, the AR&CC had rail trackage from
Lethbridge to Sweetgrass, Montana, where it had an interchange with
the Great Northern Railway, owned and operated several coal mines, and
was developing an irrigation project on its granted land (substantially
financed by the CPR). The St. Mary’s River Railway ran from Sterling to
Cardston. The Canadian Northwest Irrigation Company was developing
and irrigation project along the St. Mary’s River and had a narrow guage
railway which is believed to have been abandoned as the other trackage
was standard guage.
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The Alberta Railway & Irrigation Company added to its rail system a
spur to Glenwood and a second, southwards, towards Wiskey Gap. The
irrigation project was successful and land formerly useless became
suitable for homesteading farmers. Theland agent was Osler, Hammond
& Nanton in Winnipeg (also land agents for the Canadian Pacific
Railway). The CPR had held a major interest in the Alberta Railway &
Coal Company, and by 1908 the CPR held controlling interest in the
Alberta Railway & Irrigation Company. On January 1, 1912, the Alberta
Railway & Irrigation Company was absorbed by the CPR.

General Office — Lethbridge 5 At

Postal History — For thoseinterested collectors ,the Alberta Railway &
Irrigation Company was one often Canadian railways to use the postage
stamp security procedure of perforating its initials through postage
stamps. The perfin used was ARI. This perfin is the second scarcest of
the railway perfins with only four known copies when the Third Edition
of the Canadian Perfins Handbook was issued. This might be considered
reasonable for a very small, old company that only existed for eight
years. What might be considered unusual is that this perfin is more
common in U.S. stamps than in Canadian ones. Due to the limited
number of perfins found, both in Canadian and U.S. stamps, one might
assume that the perforated stamps were not used on all correspondence
for the life of the Company and/or there were few stamp collectors
around to save these special stamps when they were in use.
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BGreorge M. La Borde

Box 1057, Station M Calgary, Alberta  T2P 2K4

FREE i TOP
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A good stock of mint and used Canada and British Commonwealth are
featured in my free price lists. 1 also pay top prices for collections and
accumulations. Please contact me befcre you sell.

Phone 285-0182 after 6:00 p.m.

FREE PRICES LISTS e WANT LISTS FILLED ¢ APPRAISALS

»

N/

1924-1979

FOR WELL OVER 55 YEARS
the name

MARESCH

HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR

QUALITY

INTEGRITY

® PUBLIC AUCTIONS e PRIVATE TREATY SALES e
® RETAIL SALES FROM OUR EXTENSIVE STOCKS e
® COLLECTIONS PURCHASED e COLLECTIONS BUILT o
e CONSULTATIONS e

r.maresch & son =assn

Co BAY STREET. SUITE 703 « TORAONTOD, CANADA MSH 259 = (418) A63-7777 SINCE 1924 )
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CANADA'S STAMP PAPER

The various printing processes used to print Canadian postage stamps — steel engraving, photogravure and
offset lithography — require three different finishes of paper to achieve top quality reproduction of postage stamp
designs. The total volume of paper used for postage stamps is relatively small, and therefore the different papers
were developed around commercial standard paper stocks.

For the past several years, two different base stocks have been used. The base stock for sheet-fed lithography
printing, e.g., Inuit stamps, has used a commercial offset base paper. The sheet contains traces of optical
brightener, which can be seen on the gummed side but is usually effectively masked by the clay coating on the side
to be printed. The amount of show-through of the optical brightener (flourescence) on the printed side may vary
within a run, depending on minor variations in the clay coating.

A bulkier base stock has been used in the production of paper for steel engraved printing, e.g., the one-to seven-
cent Prime Minister definitives. The same base paper is also used, with a different clay coating, for printing by
gravure or by a combination of gravure and steel, e.g., the 15- to 30-cent Tree definitives.

To improve the quality of stamp paper further, the three printing companies — Ashton-Potter Limited, British
American Bank Note Company and Canadian Bank Note Company — have been working with the paper
manufacturer, Abitibi Provincial Paper, to standardize the base paper.

Beginning with the 1979 Quebec Carnival stamp issue, a standard bulkier base stock will be used for all three
of the finished papers. This will allow the paper manufacturer to produce the one base stock in large quantities, in
three or four production runs a year, and to control the concistency and quality ofthe base paper better. As before,
the base paper will then be gummed and prepared for the different stamp printing processes: left uncoated for steel
engraving; either coated one side for gravure or gravure and steel printing; or coated one side for litho or litho and
steel printing.

This change to a standard base stock for all three finished papers should result in improved consistency of
Canadian stamp paper and reproduction in observable paper variations.

THE WORLD'’S LONGEST STAMP

»f‘*,g;.
4

1820 E.L.
from Canada to Ireland. showing
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BUYERS

Have you a collection to sell? We have been buying for
many years and know the best markets for disposal. We
have the experience to make you a fair and attractive offer.

WE SOLICIT YOUR ENQUIRES

Beorge 3. Wegy Limited

36 Victoria Street Toronto, Canada M5C 2N8
Telephone (416) 363-1596

CANADIAN AGENTS FOR ROBSON LOWE LIMITED, LONDON, ENGLAND )

The Calgary Stamp Shop

613 Centre Street S, Calgary, Alberta T2G 2Cé6

HOURS
Weekdays — 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Saturday — 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

British Commonwealth

t [5 AUSTRALIA 57
: T2 ey STAMPS
Bluane 3 b Canada
265-8286 E L Western Europe

AUCTIONS
Mail Auctions Held Regularly

MASTER CHARGE CHARGEX
CALGARY’S FINEST SELECTION OF STAMPS — FOR ALL COLLECTORS

“\
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%s%W“pr‘i'z‘:"!
THE RED DEER
o[AMP GLUB

PRESENTS

JlANP SALE T 7§

SAL. OCT 27 TH 1979
10:00 AM

AT THE

CAPRI CENTRE

(PARKLAND BALLROOM)
— FREE ADMISSION - 400 LOTS ON AUCTION
— CACHET COVER AVAILABLE — JUNIOR TABLE —
— CANADA POST IN ATTENDANCE— STAMP

— EXHIBIT— CIRCUIT BOOKS — FREE PARKING —
= FREE COFFEE

SEE YOU AT THE SALE




Olpde Wincett Btamps L. |

BOX 9148, STATION F ® CALGARY, ALBERTA ¢ T2J 557
HOURS — MON to FRI 6PM - 10PM, SAT 10AM - 6PM

BUYING SELLING
[ ]

@
APPROVALS APPRAISALS

SPECIALIZING IN CANADIAN STAMPS
MINT 252-0771 USED
\ Stamps for Beginners and Advanced Collectors - Want Lists Filled /

NOTICE

It was previously published that your editor, Don Bowen, would no longer
be editing, printing and publishing the Bulletin. Since there were no
volunteers, I had decided to continue with a few editions. However, I have
been unable to continue with the Bulletin, and this will definitely be my
last issue, as personal circumstances do not allow for my continuance of
this publication. I am confident that there are many able ‘editorial’
persons who could do the same or better than I have done in the past
within the Society’s membership. For example, it is my understanding
that a past editor of the Albertan is a member of the Calgary Philatelic
Society.,
Don Bowen

MEETING DATES

Regular Meeting ............ i, November 6
Auction Meeting ....... ... . ..o November 20

PLAN TO ATTEND NOW!
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Argentina, Nfld./T-N. ...... .. ... . .o, October 03-04
Corner Brook, Nfld./T-N. ........ . ... ... October 05-07
Port aux Basques, Nfld./T.-N. .......................... October 08-08
Kdmunston,; N.B/NGB: - e s v« v won v 3o & 0 5 50 930 3 October 13-15
St. Foy, Quebec ......... .. .. . October 19-22
Sherbrooke, Quebec .......... .. ... .. ... ... October 24-27
Ottawa, Ontaio ..........ciiiiinin ., October 30-

November 04

Earls Court, London
6-14 MAY, 1980

For an official brochure

write fo -

The Secretary, London 1980,

PO Box 300, London WC2R 1AF, England,
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