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By Michael Cope
{Sbecial to The Herald)

LONDON — The 'British Empire
is alive and kicking, thank you, and
all the old jingoistic idioms of yester
year still apply. The sun still never
sets on it, and its inhabitants include
most of the world’s races, colors and
religions.

Although it has now largely been
‘consigned to.the history books, what
little there is lgft of it has just ac-
quired a new chief. :

He is Mr. Nicholas Lamour, a
senior civil servant with the British
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
in London who is now the sénior
member of the six committees
which administer the remaining de-
pendent territories and colonies.
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While Britain’s emplre is still
very far flung, from Gibraltar at the
southern end of Europe, to Antarcti-
ca, in the years since the end of the
Second World War it has diminished
in respect to other statistics.

Its 680,000,000 people, a quarter of
the' world’s population, has now
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isolated, poor

dwindled to less than 5,000,000, ex-
cluding the British themselves. And
instead of one-fifth of the world’s
land surface being colored imperial
red as in the old days, now it is a
mere. 29,930% square miles.
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" Recording the changell fortunes
of history’s greatest empire ever,
Michael Pye noted in The Sunday .
Times of London recently:

“Independence for the Seychelle
(1,000 miles off the east coast of Afs
rica; population 56,000) means the
loss of 49 coral islands, 37 granite ,
islands, a tourist industry and a sug- -
gestively shaped fruit called the
coco de mer.

“The Seychelles were one of our

(Britain’s) more enticing posses-

sions. The rest, with notable excepti-
ons, tend to be rocky, isolated, poor
and liable’ to volcanic eruptiﬂn &

As' nations, regions and island'
groupings of the empire have enth-
usiastically acceded to full indepen-
dence, what is left today — again
with notable exceptions — either do -
not want independence, such as Gi-
braltar which is fearful it would be
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STAMP PAINTING

A generation or more ago it was the height of fashion

to "paint' pictures using the colored pérts of used
postage stamps. It was a tedious process as all the
margins had to be cut off the stamps before they were
glued to a cardboard to make the design. Getting the
stamps was another problem, but many secretaries were

able to get them from company mail. It was a different
thing to do, and a change from tatting antimacassars.

In Calgary there are several fine specimens of this pastime

in the office of the Calgary and district United Fund.

ODDITIES OF PHILATELY

AFGANISTAN POST OFFICE 1ssued 1ts first
g%izagEEstampS‘in 1893 it devised an uniqu;egegggd
of ensuring that the stapps would not bg iois
envelopes and used again.. Postal Offfc a S il
affixed the stamps to letters, but beior% o g
tore off a piece of the stampwith thelr te

thus cancelling it.




annexed by neighboring Spain, or
_the disputed Falkland Islands in the
south Atlantic which are worried Ar- .
gentina will gobble them up, or sim-
ply cannot afford such an economic
luxury as independence.

These leftovers are still costing ,

the British Treasury more than
$525,000,000 pourrds a year to run.
They, include the one remaining
jewel in the colonial Crown, Hong
Kong, which conversely mcludes the
only land whicly has been added to
the Empire in the past 30 years —
2,200 acres reclaimed from the sea.
But even Hong Kong’s' future is
} uncertain. ‘ L
The 400-square-mile Crown Colo-
ny (which contains nine out of ten of
Britain’s imperial population over-
seas) ‘is on a .100-year lease from
China which ruas out in-July 1997.~
* & ®
It is such a money-maker and'so
useful to the Communists nl.:h: i::;;;
+ for trading with the rest:
l;hattr the British expect tge lﬂle to
be renewed. b
The redt‘el the’reﬂumny Emplrd
. is made up most!y of‘smtll m;naa

' distinction.

" Cunha, a

each with its own claim to fame or
Like Pitcairn Island
where the mutineers from the Boun-
ty settled. Today Pitcairn has 61
Seventh Day Adventists, all descen-
dants of the mutineers, and an econ-
omy built on postage stamps and
souvenirs.
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_ Another is St. Helena, a particu-
larly bleak rock in the south Atlantic
1,200 miles west of southern Africa,
where the. British exiled Napoleon
Bonaparte. i

It "even has'its own subﬂlpiu

- which includes® Ascension Inlamd

where the British maintain a big ca- '
ble relay statiom, snd Tristan da
fishing islawd whose
entire of 394 souls had te
be evac | ta Mﬁfr En in
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Turks and Caices; . British Virgin
elais, X the, Gaymeen
'rosdrts il foat s ' ﬁrf".e

Cyprus: This pictorial set, issued in 1934 was not a commemorative issue, but the designs closely. followed

the style of the issues which preceded and followed it.




Post-house shield of the Deutsche Reichpost until 1923.

October 5will be 1life
members night. S Richard-
son and J. Leazmonth will
convene the programme.

Lower flocor of Cenral
Library at 7:30

) ;QGtOber 19 at C.U.P.E.

§ H&ll 10""-13 AVG. SCE.
an auction will be held
Circults availgble and
trading.

Western Canada Postmarks
and covers wanted. Sqguare
Circle and RPO cancels
also wanted., P. Wolf
277-5278,
Collectors adds may be
placed in bulletin. Contac

Secretary.
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A NOTE ON CANADIAN
POSTAGE DUE MARKINGS
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Markings similar to the
above are found on covers
of various countries to
indicate postage 1s due.
Agreed upon at T.P.U.
congress in 1885 at which
Canada was present
a) April 1877 Over loo
supplied to Nov. 1893
b) March 1890 May read
54,10, or 25, Diam of
178 mm,
¢) Dec. 1890 May read
5, 10, 25, 50, or 100,
19 mm in diameter
Various ratings.
1896,

a)

The November2 progran
will be devoted to
exhibition preparing and
judging. Bring material
on pages if you wish.
Also gll members will
judge some displays.
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